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The aims and purposes of the Association shall be to set 
forth in the agreement of the Association as follows: 

“To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection of 
coin and medals. To conduct courses of study in the art 
and science of numismatics. To give and other wise 
sponsor lectures, exhibits, displays, and functions 
pertaining to the appreciation and understanding of 
the art and science of numismatics...” 

(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
Robert F. Fritsch 


“This Board is the key to our future. It will be the fountainhead of 
our programs and efforts, and will provide the initial work while 
encouraging the participation of the members. What we do in the 
next three years will determine the character of this Association in 
the 21st Century. We do something not because it's easy, but 
because it meets two criteria: It is good for NENA, and it is good 
for the Numismatic Community. Note that I did not say "industry." 
Numismatics is a Community, composed of Collectors, Dealers 
and Organizations. This is not an "us vs. them" situation. No 
single group within our numismatic community can survive by 
itself; each is dependent upon the other two. ” 

These words are part of the first address to the Board of 
Directors and to the membership of NENA when I took the post of 
Executive Secretary in 1994. They bear repeating because they 
define how we look at our hobby and the co mmunit y that supports 
it. Also, Clifford Mischler quoted these very words in an article 
about collecting in the 19 November 1995 issue of Numismatic 
News. I am repeating them here because I want to talk about the 
community and our commitment to it. 

I myself am dedicated to this hobby and to our community. I 
have willingly and joyfully taken the burden of office in no less than 
seven numismatic associations. I do it because I want to repay the 
hobby that has given me so much joy, knowledge, and camaraderie 
over the years. I do it because no organization can exist without 
good people giving of their time, labor, and expertise to help their 
club(s) grow and flourish. My thanks come from club members 
who come up and say, “Good job!” The glow from those two 
simple words cannot be described unless you personally have 
experienced it. 

NENA has had a wonderful period of growth over the past few 
years through our strengthening shows. I am fortunate enough to 
be in a position not only to influence it but also to get a lot of credit 
for making it happen. But the credit does not belong to me alone. 


Without Mr. Lacey and the Board of Directors, it would not have 
happened. Thanks to these dedicated men and women, we are in a 
solid position and looking to a rosy future. 

As good as things have been to date, we are in a constant state 
of change. Old members of the Board have retired to a well- 
deserved rest. New members are coming in to take their place. 

We still have a few offices and seats open, but sooner or later 
somebody will step up to fill the positions. 

While NENA is in good hands, what about your local club? 
Does it have the type of leadership it needs to flourish and grow? 
Are the programs interesting and keep you coming back for more? 
Are you getting out of the club what you expected in the first 
place? If the answer to any of these questions is “No”, perhaps it 
is time to examine your commitment to the club and the hobby and 
step forward. Give of your time and effort to help your club. The 
rewards are there, even if they are not readily apparent. Volunteer. 
Help out. 

NENA is always in need of workers at our annual Conference 
and Convention, and I am also asking you to come out and help us. 
I am not talking about working the whole show, just a part of it. It 
is far better to have 10 people working 2 hours apiece than one 
person working 20 hours. Contact your local NENA Board 
member or write me a letter if you would like to help, even if for a 
little while. Or come up to us at the show and say that you’d like 
to help. We will certainly put you to work. 

Happy collecting! 

Bob 


A Reminder 

The Fitts Scholarship is still open to interested 
participants. The eligibility deadline is March 1 
with the drawing to be held on March 11. 

Please see the previous issue of The NENA News for details. 



The New England Numismatic Association 
Minutes of the Meeting 
5 October 1996 

The October 1996 meeting of the NENA Board of Directors 
was called to order at 10:11AM by President Bob Fritsch. 12 
Board members were present with 8 members absent. 

Minutes of the previous meeting(s) have not yet been 
transcribed. The Treasurer's Report was read and accepted. The 
President made comments about the Fitts Scholarship and how he 
hoped for a large participation. Several new faces have joined the 
Board, and each member present gave a brief introduction to the 
body. 

Tom Lacey presented the 1997 Show Proposal to the Board. 
Several issues were discussed including: some of the older show 
cases are becoming unusable and should be replaced; mandatory 
membership for bourse dealers will be dropped; a show flyer will 
be produced to help the Advertising Chairman in his efforts; Jack 
Kiley and A1 Jones will produce the convention booklet; and Tom 
Lacey will pay for promotional items as needed. The proposal 
was accepted as written. 

Problems and their solutions arising from the 1996 show were 
then discussed. The What-Is-It table was highly successful and 
we will provide hard flips to remount submitted items next year. 
A1 Jones will find out if copies of the TV tapes are available. The 
number of cases allowed per exhibit became an issue; the Exhibit 
Chairman will make a recommendation next meeting. Case 
transport to the show: NENA pays for the truck on Wednesday 
and Saturday, and will pay for two helpers -- motion carried to 
appropriate the funds. The whole registration table will move to 
the left to facilitate traffic flow. The suggestion of a bus to 
Foxwoods in 1997 raised no objections. Raffle prizes must be 
better next year; the raffle chairman will make recommendations. 
NENA flyers for the show will be sent to member clubs by April, 
before the summer shutdown. A1 Jones will check on producing 
a phone card. Clubs meetings at the show are encouraged, and 
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candidate clubs will be contacted. 

A motion was made and carried that the meeting be extended 
beyond the two hour limit required in the Bylaws. 

The cancellation of the Fall show of the Maine Numismatic 
Association was discussed. The President had written a letter of 
support to MNA, and NENA will help them if requested. 

The next meeting will be held on 9 November 1996 with a 
backup of 16 November. Tom Lacey reminded the Board that 
volunteers for the show are needed and asked members to recruit 
helpers. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:39PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert F. Fritsch 

The New England Numismatic Association 
Minutes of the Meeting 
16 November 1996 

The November 1996 meeting of the NENA Board of Directors 
was called to order at 10:03AM by President Bob Fritsch. 14 
Board members were present one guest. 

Minutes of the previous meeting had not yet been transcribed. 
The Treasurer's Report was read and approved. Correspondence 
included the proposal for the 1997 Souvenir Sheet. Prototypes of 
the sheet were circulated, the matter discussed, and the program 
was approved. If all 100 sheets are sold, it would mean a tidy 
profit for the club. A letter from a person in Fiji requesting club 
information was read; an appropriate response will be made. The 
ANA dues notice was received and payment of a year's dues was 
approved. 

Medals Chairman Mike Macuga opened discussion of leftover 
NENA medals from past years. It was voted to destroy excessive 
stocks, leaving a small inventory on hand. The catalog will be 
adjusted accordingly. President Fritsch reminded the Board about 
the medal competition for the 1997 NENA / USS Constitution 
motif, which is open to NENA and USS Constitution Museum 
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members. He asked Board members to solicit entries. 

A suggestion had been made by Tom Lacey to hold Board 
meetings at his Auburn Show. The Board declined the offer. 

The ANA offers a World Wide Web site for each member club. 
The President solicited suggestions for NENA's site. 

Exhibits Chairman George Bilodeau opened discussion 
regarding NENA exhibits. Current rules li mi t exhibits to three 
cases. The Board voted to remove restrictions on the number of 
cases provided the exhibitor provides the cases. NENA will provide 
one case per exhibit. All protests will be handled by the Exhibit 
Chairman. 

The Business portion of the meeting was closed at 10:40AM. 
The Board then proceeded to prepare the NENA News for mailing 
by stuffing envelopes and applying mailing labels. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert F. Fritsch 


Wanted!! 

Volunteers to help with the annual show in August. 
Contact your local NENA Board member or the 
President, or volunteer at the show. 


■Skt Ijm Xrum- ... 

That the most common and least expensive of the “old” 
United States Proof gold coins (those minted before 1933) were the 
type three one dollar gold pieces? A quick check of the Proof 
mintages (in parentheses) in the “Red Book” shows why. Back in the 
1880s, many people found the Indian princess design that appeared 
on these gold dollars to be very attractive. As a result many gold 
dollars were used for jewelry and other decorative purposes. This 
prompted a significant number of people to order Proof gold dollars 
from the mint which accounts for the relatively high mintages. 




The 1797 Two Pence was derisively known as “the 
cartwheel. ” 

A Wrist-Breaker of a Coin! 

By Anthony R. Hayes 

If you were around during the end of the eighteenth century 
in England, you may have been walking lopsided. This was due 
to the fact that the coins of the day were so large and heavy, 
especially the two pence piece. If you had just four two pence 
coins in your pocket, you were hauling around one-half pound 
in weight. Matthew Boulton, the well-known manufacturer of 
the day, produced these giants at his Soho Mint at Handsworth 
near Birmingham in 1797. They each weighed in at an 
incredible two ounces in copper and were the first coins to be 
minted by steam power. 

These coins were not just different because of their weight 
and size. They were designed with a large, broad raised rim 
with incuse inscriptions, which was intended to prolong their 
identity during circulation. (Incuse lettering was also featured 
on Bela Lyon Pratt’s design for the American two and a half 
and five dollar gold pieces that were minted from 1908 until 
1929. Some people were concerned that the incuse design 
would become a haven for germs which could spread diseases.) 

King George III appears in relief on the obverse, and 
Britannia appears on the reverse. Here Lady Briton is holding a 
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trident instead of a spear which had appeared on earlier coins. There 
is also a man-o-war in the background, and waves lap at Britannia’s 
feet. These images symbolize Britain’s status as a major maritime 
power. Boulton’s “SOHO” mint mark appears below Britannia’s 
shield. 

These coins were produced for two years with the date 
unchanged. When the price of copper began to rise, many of these 
coins were withdrawn and melted to produce the next lighter-weight 
issues. The coins were not only short-lived, but for obvious reasons 
were unpopular with the public who nicknamed them “cartwheels.” 

They did find another purpose during the Napoleonic Wars 
however. It is said that spies hollowed out the coins and concealed 
military messages in them. 

Although this wrist-breaker of a coin is not made of gold or 
silver and has a straight-forward design, it will always remain one of 
my favorites. It demands respect in my collection, and I think that it 
is a worthy addition to anyone’s collection. For about $ 40.00 you 
can find a Very Fine specimen, but they almost always will have rim 
damage because of their excessive weight. 

Happy hunting! 


NENA Meeting at the 
ANA’s Spring Convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio 

A special NENA meeting will be held at the ANA 
Spring Convention in Cleveland. It will be held on 
Thursday, March 20, at 11AM in Room R207. Please 
check the show listings for changes. Stop by and see us! 
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Wanted 
U.S. Engraved 
Award Medals 

Issued by schools 
colleges, agricultural 
and industrial societies, 
mechanics, associations, 
life-saving, political, 
historical, city and town, 
military. Write: 
Stan Steinberg 
Box 512 

Malden, MA 02148 
(617) 396-7410 


NENA News is the official 
publication of NENA, the New 
England Numismatic 
Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all 
members of the association in 
good standing. For information 
about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 

HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 
Prices are per insertion for 
camera ready copy only. 


Boston... 

♦ scrip 

♦ First Charter 
One-Dollar 
notes 

♦ Numismatic 
Society 1873 
medals 

♦ 1952 gold 
NENA medal 

call (908) 363-6368 

fax (908) 363-0509 

or write to: 

R.K. Burke 
P.O. Box 98 
Cassville Station 
Jackson, NJ 08527 

Life Member NENA #4098 
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A NUMISMATIC JOURNEY THROUGH DUBAI 

(c) copyright 1996 by Robert F. Fritsch 

[I completed a globe-circling journey in support of the US Navy in 
1996, which took me to Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, and 
Bahrain. This article is the third in a series reporting numismatic 
finds and general observations that I have made. Due to an 
oversight, the fourth installment of this series was published in the 
last issue of NENA News. This is the final published article of the 
series.] 

We spent twelve days at sea, traversing the Straits of Malacca, 
the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, and finally through the Straits of 
Hormuz into the Arabian Gulf (also called the Persian Gulf). I did 
not realize how much I had missed going to sea until this trip. Being 
aboard ship is a tremendous burden but being at sea is an absolute 
joy. It is very hard to explain its attraction to a landsman, but those 
who have experienced it know what I'm trying to say. We were on 
independent ops so we pretty much had an empty sea, with just us 
and the wind and the water. We went through a school of flying fish 
which jumped out of the way of the ship for several hours — one of 
Nature's wonders! 

Enough of that and on to numismatics. On 20 January, we pulled 
into the port of Jebel Ah in the United Arab Emirates. This is the 
container port for Dubai and is situated about 25 miles south of the 
city. Dubai is both a major city and one of the eight emirates 
comprising the UAE. There is nothing at Jebel Ah except the port; 
if there is a town it is very small and I didn't visit it. The port is quite 
large and pretty busy. Once we tied the quay to the ship, a group of 
us went to the Seaman's Club (actually the Dubai International 
Seafarers Center) which is operated by the sanction of the Emir of 
Dubai, as a haven for visiting sailors. There you can shoot pool or 
call home, play slot machines or get a meal and good beer, even 
though alcohol consumption is against the Moslem religion. I ran 
into my first snag trying to change money at the Club — they 
wouldn't take Travellers' Checks. This put a strain on my meager 
cash reserves, but I was able to get a pile of well-used bills and a 
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handful of change which I immediately began to census. 

The basic unit of currency in the UAE is the Dirham, and 
exchanges for about US$0.27. Only one coin, 1 Dirham, circulated 
in the places I frequented. I managed to get a few 25 and 50 Fils 
coins, but not enough to find out if they really circulated. The 
banknotes start at 5 Dirhams but tens are more common and you 
often get 9 coins in change for a 1 Dirham item. That means a lot of 
weight in the pocket. Smaller-sized coins were introduced in 1995, 
with the new 1 Dirham coin virtually the same size as the older 50 
Fils. Each coin must be examined closely when getting change to 
ensure the count is proper. The designs remained the same. Here 
are the particulars of each: 

25 Fils KM4, 19 9 mm, 3.5grams. Gazelle on the front and 

date/legends on the back. 

50 Fils KM5, 24.8mm, 6.4gm. Oil Derricks. 

KM?, 21.0mm, 4.4gm, 7 sides. Oil Derricks. 

1 Dirham KM6, 28.5mm, 11.3gm. Jug (maybe an um). 

KM?, 23.9mm, 6.4gm. Jug/Um 

We decided to go to Dubai, so hired a taxi to take us there — to 
the Seaman's Club. I could not cash Traveller's Checks there either, 
but was given an explanation by the manager. Seems that a Russian 
ship had pulled in a few months previously and flooded the town 
with counterfeit TCs. As a result, they were no longer a negotiable 
item 

Ramadan had started the day we pulled in so Dubai was quiet. 
Most establishments were open only after sundown, and even then, 
things were low-keyed. The weekend there is Thursday and Friday, 
so our Staurday visit was actually the start of the commercial week. 
Dubai is a surprisingly cosmopolitan city with a very active night life 
(except that time of year). A few of us wound up at the Dubai 
Ramada, which says that it has the world's largest stained glass 
window. It is impressive, running the entire height of the building, 7 
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or 8 stories. 

The next morning we returned to the Seaman's Club, but they 
weren't open for business yet. I did manage to rescue a handful of 
phone cards from the trash bin by giving the janitor a 10 Dirham note 
for the bunch. We made our way back to the ship for a few hours of 
work, then attempted to get back to Dubai as I had cashed a TC on 
the ship. This time, however, it was not so easy to find a cab. All 
the available drivers wanted about four times what a normal fare 
would be, so we had to wait for the bus. There were three other 
ships in Jebel Ah at the time and lines were long. By the time I got 
to the city, it was after dark. 

We took a boat across The Creek, a river that divides the city. 
This is a fairly unique way to cross the river. Each boatman 
evidently was in business for hims elf as everybody was trying to 
crowd into a favorable position at the boat landing. People were 
stepping over boats to get to the one that would leave next. It cost 
50 Fils for the ride. We visited the souks (marketplaces), but I did 
not find anything to buy. The Gold Souk is world-famous, with the 
cheapest prices of anywhere in the world. It was fascinating seeing 
all that gold for sale in the shop windows. 

The banknotes of the UAE are typical of world currency, with 
many colors and watermarks and a security thread. I noted that 
there were two series of notes in circulation, one undated and the 
other dated 1993. The latter had slight design and color differences 
from the earlier model. Each has a falcon watermark and the serial 
numbers are in the upper left and lower right. Arabic was on the 
obverse and English on the back. For some reason, I came away 
from there with only a single 10 Dirham note. 

5 Dirhams P(ick)7. ND(1982) Obv Red/Yellow, depicts Shaijah 
Market. Rev same colors depicting harbor and 
watchtower. Also 1993 date (unlisted in Pick 7th 
Edition 

10 Dirhams P8. ND(1982). Obv Shades of Green/Yellow, shows 
Khanja (curved Arabic dagger). Rev same colors 
show Oasis. Also 1993 date (unlisted) 62x148mm 
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50 Dirhams P9. ND(1982). Obv Brown/Purple, shows Oryx 

(long homed antelope). Rev Purple, shows A1 Jahilie 
Fort. Also 1993 date (unlisted). 

100 Dirhams P10. ND(1982). Obv Red/Yellow, shows A1 Fahidie 
Fort. Rev same colors, shows Dubai Trade Center. 
Also 1993 date (unlisted). On the 1993 note, the 
security thread shows as dashes on the obverse, and 
the serial number is in Arabic numerals down the left 
side and in western numerals across the bottom 
right. 

Thanks to a friendly slot machine at the Seaman's Club, I was able 
to get a good census of the 1 Dirham coins. They were not made 
in all years as the table below shows. The 1995 coins are just 
getting into circulation, so their numbers are low. Besides, they 
don't fit into the slot machines. The other coins are listed for 
information only as the sample is far too small to spot trends. 



S'uct Xmu> ... 

TTiat only two of the five 1913 Liberty Head nickels are still in 
private hands? In the last NENA News you learned that one 1913 
nickel may have been lost in an automobile accident. The Norweb 
specimen is now in the Smithsonian collection, and the McDermott 
piece is in the ANA’s Money Museum. The two privately held 
pieces are owned by Spectrum Numismatics and by Jay Parrino’s 
The Mint. “The Mint” specimen, which has been graded Proof-67, 
is the finest known. It sold for $1,485,000 including the buyer’s fee 
in the Eliasberg auction that was held in May 1996. 
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Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some numismatic 
subject and didn’t know where you could share your thoughts? Now 
you have a forum - The NENA News! 

Send your letters to William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 
02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your NENA 
News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the subject and space 
considerations. Letters may be edited in order to provide sufficient space for 
various subjects and points of view. All letters will become the property of the 
New England Numismatic Association. 

Skt y<w Xma>- ... 

that the U.S. mint confiscated four 1804 silver dollars and 
melted three of them in 1858? In the late 1850s and the 1860s, 
moonlighting mint employees illegally restruck a number of old and 
rare coins. These pieces included several 1804 silver dollars which 
were already coveted collectors’ items. One Philadelphia store sold 
four of the 1804 restrike silver dollars for $75.00 each, which was a 
strong price for a coin at that time. Unlike the “original” 1804 
dollars (which were minted around 1834), these coins did not have 
any edge lettering. When word of these “fly by night” coins reached 
Mint Director James Ross Snowden, he called for the return of illicit 
dollars. Four of them were returned, and all but one were melted. 

In 1859-60 more 1804 dollars were produced. This time the 
coins had edge lettering which allowed some people, including the 
curators of the U.S. Mint cabinet, to pass them off as “originals.” 
Today the only plain edge 1804 restrike dollar that escaped the 
melting pot is in the Smithsonian Institution. It was struck over a 
cut-down 1857 Swiss shooting thaler, and much of the undertype 
from the original coin still shows! 
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I FIFTY I 


24th Annual Show 


The "Biggest" little 
coin and paper 3 
money show in 
New England 



I FIFTY | 


ELKS LODGE 
Pleasant St., Rt. 32 
Willimantic, Conn. 
Sunday, 
March 9,1997 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 



50 Dealers 

Bourse & Exhibition 
Public Invited - Free Admission 



DAVID J. CORNELL MEDALS, TOKENS 

TOM MULROONEV, JR. PAPER MONEY 

OLD WATCHES 

U3xoaduray (loin df~nd dtamfi 

QUALITY DIAMONO & GOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIALIZING IN U S. & WORLD COINS. STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEWELRY REPAIR 
•SINCE 1981 - 

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 

A N A. A P S. 144 BROADWAY 

c W T S I.B.N.S. I N S. CHICOPEE FALLS. MA 01020 

M A C D. N.E.N.A. TAMS (413) 594 9550 


REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9-5 PM 
FRIDAY 9-6 PM SATURDAY 9-4 PM 


SUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 
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Club Meeting Times and Places 


Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, Fire Dept. 
Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Women’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, Newton 
Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 P.M. For 
information: (508) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard Armory, 
330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first Tuesday Sept. - 
June, 7 P.M. For information: (203)529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, Newton 
Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 P.M. For 
information: (508) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M. For 
information: (508) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Corner Pleasant 
and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. for 
information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Luther Bonney Hall, Room 209, University of 
Southern Maine, 37 Anson Road, Portland, ME. Meetings third Tuesday, 
7 P.M. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., Park Street, 
New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth Sundays, 7 P.M. For 
information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt. 89, 
Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth Monday, Sept, 
through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. Annual Coin Show in March, 
Dinner/Donation Auction in December. For information, call (203) 429- 
6970 (6 - 9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main Street, Nashua, 
NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except June and October 
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Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 West Main Road 
(Rt 138 at Two Mile Corner), Middletown, RI. Meetings second Tuesday, 
8 P.M. For information: Walter Clavette, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, intersection of Routes 1 
and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For 
information: David Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester Street, 
Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors 
open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm Street, West 
Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People's Church Hall, 25 
Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings second Friday, September - June, 
7:00 P.M. For information: (508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS . SEND TO: 
WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, 24th annual show will be held on 
Sunday, March 9, 1997 at the Elks Lodge on Pleasant Street, 
Route 32 in Willimantic, CT. The hours are from 9AM to 5PM. 

See our ad on page 17 of this issue of the NENA News. 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING ISSUES 
OF NENA NEWS, SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 
02117-1314. 




NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED - CIVIL WAR TOKENS AND MASS SUTLER 
TOKENS: Ohio 175L, Ohio 1750-la, Ohio 200D-la, Ohio 
975K, Ohio 975M; Mass. Sutler tokens. William F. Clark, 16 
Curtis Road, Canton, MA 02021-3150 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 & 1994 bronze, 1951 
aluminum. 

FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10, 1971 rose gold $5, 1972 gold 
plate $5, 1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5. Please enclose $4 
postage & handling. Kevin Simpson, 31 Pamona Road, 
Worcester, MA 01602 

WANTED: Medals, tokens, etc. depicting lighter than air items. 
Please write first. Alvan Jones, P.O. Box 423, Fayville, MA 
01745 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. 

B.P.O.E (ELKS) memorabilia wanted. Postcards, medals, 
jewelry, books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. 
Anything/everything - list condition & price to: D.M.J. Vernon, 
31 Kenton Rd. Boston, MA 02130-3342 

W ANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from 
New England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking 
for. Write to NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC 
President, P.O. Box 63, Brick NJ 08723 

Colonials: any and all types of early colonial coins made in 
America. I am currently paying strong money for Massachusetts 
silver in high grade. Feel free to call Jeff Hall anytime at (508) 
422-8900 
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WANTED: Boston five Red Seal FRN (FR# 832), Boston 
hotel/restaurant scrip. R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 98, Jackson, NJ 08527 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and history 
of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack Harion, 6 
Eddy St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life Member #2060. 

WANTED: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens. Certified and raw 
coins, late 18th and 19th century U.S. coins in attractive condition 
for the grade especially wanted. William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, 
Boston, MA, (617) 341-2415. NENA Life Member #3055. 

WANTED: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector wants to buy New 
York City, “Safe and sane” or public school Athletic League medals 
or any other medals depicting the Statue. Paul Lajoie, 36 Maple 
Road, Longmeadow, MA 01106-3102. 


Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad 
related to numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell or trade 
your coins, currency, medals, tokens, books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117-1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate ad space 
among those who have placed ads in the past. When space is 
limited, preferences will be given to (1) those whose ads have not 
been published previously, and (2) those whose ads have been 
“bumped” from previous issues. 

As of this issue, aU old ads must be renewed. If I do not receive 
a letter from you , I will not include your ad in the next NENA 
News. Upon receiving your letter, I will publish the same ad 
twice . After that you will need to send me another letter. 
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Name _ Date r_ 

Please Print 


Mailing Address _ 
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Numismatic Interests _ 


ANA Number _ Other Affiliations _ 

Applicant’s Signature _ 

Dues per calendar year: 

□ $ 10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P. O. Box 586 

□ 5 10.00 Club Membership Needham, MA 02192-0006 

0$ 100.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News, A quarterly publication of the New England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 


FOR NENA 
USE ONLY: 
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An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1996-97 auction season! 

When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or millions of 
dollars, we can realized for you the highest possible market price! What other auction 
houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has the 
records to prove it! 

O f the three largest collections of United States coins 
sold at auction, we have handled all three. 

✓ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
✓ The $20 million Norweb Collection 

The $12.4 million Eliasberg Collection of CI.S. 
Gold Coins 

✓ The recently auctioned $11.6 million Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Part I. 

And—add to this impressive list: 

In November 1996—The Norweb Collection of 
Canadian and Provincial Coins 
*/ In April 1997—The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collec¬ 
tion Part II. 

O f the top 10 world’s record prices for CJ.S. coins at 
auction, those achieving the records have been: 

•7 records: Bowers and Merena 
•2 records: Competitor “A” 

• 1 record: Competitor “B" 

• 0 records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too! Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Dave Bowers today (1-800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1996-1997 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • B00-45B-4Mfi 





NEW ENGLAND ‘97 

The 53rd Anniversary Convention 
of the 

New England Numismatic 
Association 

August 22 and 23,1997 

Royal Plaza Trade Center 

181 Boston Post Road (Rt 20) 
Marlborough, MA 

225 Tables 

CONVENTION COORDINATOR 

TOM LACEY 
TEL: (508) 695-1922 
FAX: (508) 695-1926 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

ROBERT FRITSCH, NENA PRESIDENT 
P.O. BOX 3003, NASHUA, NH 03061-3003 
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The aims and purposes of the Association shall be to set 
forth in the agreement of the Association as follows: 

“To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection of 
coin and medals. To conduct courses of study in the art 
and science of numismatics. To give and other wise 
sponsor lectures, exhibits, displays, and functions 
pertaining to the appreciation and understanding of 
the art and science of numismatics...” 

(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 




KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



P.O. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 

Always buying US & International Coins 
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President’s Comments 

By Bob Fritsch 


It is May already and preparations for the 53rd Conference 
and Convention are continuing. We expect an even better show 
than last year’s. There will be more dealers with 225 tables in the 
bourse, which will make it the largest regularly scheduled show in 
New England since 1982. Anthony Swiatek, who by then will be 
ANA President, is our keynote speaker. Ray Dillard will be 
bringing his elongating machine to squash pennies (and other 
coins) for us. We are looking for other speakers from the national 
arena for the Numismatic Theatre, for your entertainment and 
enlightenment. New exhibit rules are in place and we expect to 
see some super exhibits as a result. The YN program is expected 
to be at least as large as those in previous years. The hotel is 
offering reduced rates for the duration of the show ($79 per 
night). All this and more is coming your way. Watch for future 
announcements and mark your calendars for August 22 and 23. 
See you in Marlborough. 

While you are there, please contribute an hour or two of your 
time to help us run the show. There are many jobs to be done in 
reception, medal sales, raffle sales, and the What-is-it table, to list 
just a few. This is your club and your show. We would love the 
help. 

A few months ago I reported on the health of the Association. 
Events since then have changed our status considerably. Board 
resignations and retirements have been greater than anticipated. 
Key people are leaving active participation, and while good 
people are replacing them, it still takes time to get used to the job. 

I have charged each Board member with finding suitable 
replacements to the openings we have. If anybody reading this is 
interested in such a position, please contact your local board 
member or me directly. Open seats include State Directors of 
New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine. We are in need of a Legal 
Advisor (pro bono), and a Vice President. With elections coming 
up in August, we need nominees for these and other positions. 
The health of NENA depends upon it. 


FITTS NUMISMATIC SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED 

Report to ANA / Draft Press Release 

The scholarship to send a New England collector to the 
1997 ANA Summer Conference, endowed by Arthur and Pme 
Fitts of Massachusetts, was awarded on 11 March at the 
monthly meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society. The 
winner of the scholarship was Mr. Thomas P. Rockwell of 
Massachusetts. Mr. Rockwell was the 1975 recipient of the 
ANA Heath Literary Award for his article in The Numismatist 
entitled “Dating Systems on Coins since 1000 A.D.” 

Applicants became eligible for the scholarship by making a 
contribution to the numismatic community. Activities included 
writing an article for a local, regional, or national numismatic 
publication, entering an exhibit, or making a presentation. Each 
coin club in New England could also nominate one of their 
members. The scholarship was awarded by a drawing from 
among eligible names. 

There were six applicants for this year’s scholarship. Mr. 
George Bilodeau of Massachusetts is a member of the NENA 
(New England Numismatic Association) Board of Directors. 
He entered an exhibit at the 1996 NENA Conference and 
Convention. Mr. Thomas Rockwell, a well-known numismatist 
in the Boston area, wrote an article for the NENA News about 
King Christina of Livonia. Mr. Frederick Liberatore of 
Massachusetts wrote articles of his collecting experiences for 
the Worcester County Numismatic Society newsletter. He 
always ends his articles with “Happy Collecting.” Dr. Craig 
Blackstone of Massachusetts wrote an article for TAMS 
Journal about countermarked coins advertising Dr. Kidder’s 
Family Pills. These pills were popular in the Boston area in the 
mid-19th century. Mr. David Nathanson of Massachusetts had 
a nomination from the Boston Numismatic Society. Mr. David 
Wnuck of Connecticut wrote an article for the John Reich 
Journal analyzing the Superior 1/96 Michael Keston Auction of 
early US Gold. All applicants were well qualified and the 


5 


Scholarship Committee thanks them for entering. 

The recipient of the scholarship will attend the 1997 ANA 
Summer Conference in Colorado Springs 12-18 July. As a 
condition of the award, a report on the Conference must be 
submitted to the committee, and will be published in NENA News. 

The scholarship committee was chaired by Mr. Robert 
Fritsch of New Hampshire, who submitted this report. 


Wanted!! 

Volunteers to help with the annual show in August. 
Contact your local NENA Board member, President 
Bob Fritsch, or volunteer at the show. 


Ski Xrum ... 

In a few months the United States mint will begin to 
produce and sell platinum bullion coins for collectors and 
investors. These pieces will not be the first U.S. platinum coins. 
In the early part of the 19th century, the mint produced three 
experimental 1814 half dollars in platinum. All three of these 
coins, which may have struck at a later date, exist today. One 
is in the Smithsonian Institution, and two others are in private 
collections. 

Although platinum is far more dense than silver, someone 
at the mint was apparently concerned that someone would 
confuse the experimental coins with the standard silver pieces. 
Hie most famous example of this coin has been defaced with 33 
tiny Ps punched into its obverse and the word “platina” 
engraved in the field above the eagle on the reverse. 
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The Un patriotic Civil War Tokens - Part 1 
By Bill Jones 

As a dealer who specializes in Civil War tokens (CWTs), some 
collectors occasionally ask me if there were any pro-southern 
pieces. The answer is yes, but all of the most common pro-Dixie 
pieces presented their propaganda in such a subtle way that many 
collectors cannot recognize them. 



The most virulently pro-southern Civil War tokens were the 
Wealth of the South tokens. Secessionists wore them on their 
coats or shirts to show their defiance toward the North. 

The most virulently pro-southern Civil War tokens were first 
issued in 1860. These pieces, which are known as the Wealth of the 
South tokens, feature a palm tree, a cannon, a stack of cannon 
balls, some powder kegs and some cotton bails. Above this display 
of hardware is the slogan, “No submission to the North”, and 
below is the date, “I860”. The reverse features a display of 
agricultural products and the words, “Wealth of the South ... rice, 
tobacco, sugar, cotton.” Hard-core secessionists, who were called 
“fire eaters”, purchased these pieces in brass with a zinc coating 
and a hole drilled into them. The fire eaters wore these pieces on 
their shirts or coats as symbol of their defiance toward the North. 

There are several minor varieties of the Wealth of the South 
tokens, and all of them are scarce and popular. Prices start at 
around $125.00 for well worn (VG to Fine) or lightly damaged 
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pieces and increase to over $400.00 for choice Mint State 
examples. In past years many collectors preferred high grade 
pieces without the hole and the zinc plating, which was usually 
dull and worn. Recently a growing number of numismatists 
have come appreciate these authentic Civil War relics because 
of the unique role they played in our nation’s past. 



Although this “Constitution token” gave an appearance of 
loyalty to the Union, the message was anything but patriotic. 

“Concession before secession, ” meant, “Give in to our 
demands, or we will secede from the Union. ” 

In December 1860, after Abraham Lincoln was elected 
president, but before he took office, South Carolina seceded 
from the Union. By February 1861 six other states, all from the 
deep South, had joined her. In an apparent effort to reconcile 
the parties, former president John Tyler chaired a peace 
conference, which was made up of representatives mostly from 
the upper South and the midwest. “Concession before 
Secession” was the theme and stated the goal of the conference. 

During the meetings the southern representatives repeated 
their long held demands for the expansion of slavery into the 
new states and territories. This was the one concession that 
president-elect Lincoln could not accept. During his presidential 
campaign, Lincoln had reluctantly agreed that slavery could 
continue in those states where it already existed; but he was 
strongly opposed to its spread into any other states or 
territories. 



Ultimately the peace conference broke up without resolving 
the nation’s problems, and its participants chose their sides. 
John Tyler joined the Confederacy thus becoming the only ex¬ 
president to turn his back on the Union. He was elected to the 
Rebel Congress, but he died before it met. Most modem 
historians view the 1861 peace conference as stalling tactic that 
the South used while they prepared for war. 

The peace conference provided southern sympathizers in 
the North with an opportunity to issue their first Civil War 
token. The obverse features the word, “Constitution”, across 
the top and a scroll of paper with the beginning of the Preamble 
to the Constitution, “We the people of the United States ...”, 
written on it in script. The date, “1861”, appears at the bottom. 
The slogan, “Concession before secession,” fills the reverse. 

Although this design gives the appearance of loyalty to the 
Union by using the Constitution as a major design element, the 
message is anything but patriotic. In essence the sponsors of 
this piece were saying, “Give in to our demands, or we will 
secede from the Union,” which is exactly what they did. 
Although this token was issued in several different metals, 
including brass, copper and nickel, it is quite scarce. Prices start 
at around $135.00 for pieces with significant environmental 
damage (these tokens are seldom found badly worn) and range 
up to $350.00 for a choice Mint State piece. 

Next time we will look at some more common unpatriotic 
tokens that were issued during the Civil War. 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

This quarter your editor did not receive any articles from the 
general membership for publication in the NENA News. Why 
not share your knowledge with your fellow collectors? If you 
have never written an article before, or if you are unsure as to 
how to proceed, your editor will be glad to give you a hand. 
And, oh yes, it’s a great way to qualify instantly for the Fitts 
Scholarship program! 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an agressive 
basis 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dearlers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authonzed dealer in all major grading services. 



NORTHEAST 

^NUMISMATICS 

INC RARE COINS-PERSONAL SERVICE 


10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

508 - 369-9155 7110,1135 

Caldwell 

508-369-9619 (Fax) analm 



CLEVELAND ANA REPORT 

by Bob Fritsch 

Arrived in Cleveland on 18 March, made my introductions and 
got a bit of instruction on running the Dealer Reception booth. I had 
gone against all my Navy training and volunteered to help out. Met 
several old friends and made new ones. The day zipped by and 
suddenly we were ready to close. Had supper with MANA 
President Greg Ruby. 

Up bright and early to find my bathtub drain was very slow. 
Called it in and went to the show to dealer Reception. I had only 
two activities planned for the day and the first was to attend the 
ANA Board Meeting where pitches for new convention sites were 
being presented for 2003 and later. Pittsburgh, Milwaukee, and 
Cleveland all gave slick and outstanding presentations. Decisions 
will be sometime in the future, after all claims are verified. Went 
back to Registration during the break and did nothing for the rest of 
the day except check people in. This was the prime arrival day for 
dealers and we serviced most of them. Again, the rest of the day 
evaporated and it was time to close before we knew it was time for 
lunch. Registration was ably run by Susan Procell of ANA with Gail 
Kraljevich of Pennsylvania assisting. Had supper with several ANA 
employees. 

Thursday morning was greeted by a still-slow drain. Called it in 
and went to the show. First order of business was to set up my 
exhibit about the NH Medal of Honor. All exhibits at the ANA 
Spring Convention are non-competitive, and there were only 10, 
plus an ANA Museum presentation of Gilroy Roberts’ workshop. 
Was given a participant’s medal by Susan Procell. Registered more 
dealers but not nearly the same amount as yesterday. Held a NENA 
Meeting which will become regular at ANA Conventions, but only 
one member showed up - Ken Bressett. ANA Governor John 
Wilson and Numismatic News editor David Haiper also attended. 
Back to registration, met Ed Rochette who asked me to sign a 
petition to Congress for a perpetual Olympic Commemorative Coin 
issue (one one per year). I declined. This was the opening day of the 


convention, but traffic seemed very light. I cruised the bourse a 
couple of times looking for good stuff, and got a show cancellation 
in the Convention Booklet. Got a ticket to the Rock & Roll Party 
scheduled for Friday night. Again, the day went quickly, and we 
closed Registration to attend the Candidates’ Forum. Two of the 
hopefuls did not show up so only seven (the number of available 
seats) were present. I heard nothing new from the candidates, 
except Art Kagin (Vice President hopeful) did impress me with what 
he wants to do (this is NOT an endorsement). Wandered into the 
wrong part of town looking for supper and foimd a wonderful but 
scary rib joint for my efforts. 

Friday morning found my bathtub drain better but still slow. 
Called it in and went to the show. Was called over by Ruthann 
Brettell, ANA Convention Director, who thanked me for my work 
at the convention and gave me a rebate on my party ticket! Viewed 
the Heritage auction lots in which I was interested, then cruised the 
bourse and found some neat Notgeld. Also bought a stereo 
microscope. The rest of the day was spent in Numismatic Theatre - 
Scott Carleton talked about his new book (got an autographed 
copy), Mike Marotta talked about “The Origins of Coinage” (he was 
dressed in ancient Greek costume), and ANA Governor Gary Lewis 
talked about “Coin Clubs. Succeed or Die.” The Rock & Roll Party 
did neither but the food was good and the conversation great. Sat 
with ANA Governors Scott Travers and Helen Carmody. Upon 
return to the hotel, they called to ask about the drain. A plumber 
then came up and replaced the mechanism which fixed the problem. 

Saturday I enjoyed a shower without water up to my knees then 
went to the show. Attended J.T. Stanton’s Coin Photography 
seminar and got lots of good hints. I'll bring copies of his handout 
to the meeting. I linked up with my brother Larry (who lives in 
Akron, about 30 miles south) and we cruised the bourse together. 
We then attended Anthony Swiatek’s presentation which is always 
enjoyable, followed by my presentation “The Difficulties of Running 
a Coin Club.” Gary Lewis and I are planning a seminar at the NY 
convention on our similar subjects. Brother Larry and I then 
departed the Mistake on the Lake (after breaking down my exhibit), 
bound for Fostoria, Ohio, the Mecca of “Woodies.” Attended the 


banquet of the IOWMC (International Order of Wooden Money 
Collectors) which was An Event in itself. Woodies are notoriously 
cheap, and this banquet was typical: for $ 10 we got a family style, 
pass-the-potatoes, dinner with two meat dishes and three veggies 
plus dessert. Got lots of woods and met the biggies in the hobby. 
A thoroughly enjoyable evening. 

Sunday, 23 March 1997, was my 23rd Anniversary of enlisting 
in the Navy. Larry and I went to the show held as part of the 
convention, sponsored by the Fostoria Coin Club. Typical small 
bourse and very similar to Nashua’s. The Woodies were on one 
side of the hall and the regular show on the other. Got a lot of 
pieces to add to the collection. We drove back to Akron via 
familiar routes from our childhood and had a nice visit with the rest 
of the family. 

On Monday, my niece drove me to the airport and I had a nice 
flight home. 

Evaluating the experience, this was a good show for me. Not 
so for a lot of other people. The major problem I saw with this 
show was the non-presence of the sponsoring club. Very little was 
done to set up the show: publicity, anticipation, niceties, 
involvement of other local clubs, and everything else that gets 
people into the bourse. Something to remember for the Boston 
convention. 


o Bid Xmw- ... 

Today many collectors feel overburdened by the number of 
commemorative coins that the U.S. Congress authorizes. But even 
back on the “good old days” Congress sometimes went overboard 
when they approved new commemorative coins. 

hi February 24, 1925 Congress authorized three 

commemorative coins in a single bill: The California Diamond 
Jubilee, the Fort Vancouver Centennial and the Vermont 
Sesquicentennial half dollars. Most collectors were not too upset 
because each coin sold for just a dollar. That’s a far cry from the 
$1,000+ price tags that was placed on the Atlanta Olympic 
commemorative coin sets. 


DAVID J CORNELL MEDALS. TOKENS 

TOM MULROONEY, JR PAPER MONEY 

OLD WATCHES 

HZioadway doin cz/f-nd <Stam.fi 

OUAUTY DIAMOND A GOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIALIZING IN U S. A WORLO COINS. STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEWELRY REPAIR 
• SINCE 1961 - 

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 

A N A A P S. 144 BROADWAY 

C.W T S I.B.N.S. I N S CHICOPEE FALLS. MA 01020 

M A C D. NENA T A M S. (413) 594 9550 


REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9-5 PM 
FRIDAY 9-6 PM SATURDAY 9-4 PM 


SUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 


NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the New 
England Numismatic Association. It is published quarterly 
and mailed to all members of the association in good 
standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 
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ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 








Jiiijlcyvillc Coin Company 

Coins and Collectables Bought, Sold & Appraised 

(860) 658-1344 

A department of Simsbury Pharmacy 
1418 Hopmeadow St. (Rt 10) 

Simsbury, CT 06070 
Call Bob for An appointment 


Sid y®U/ Xrmu}- ... 

that the official currency of sovereign government was 
once used to wrap bars of soap? During the early 1920s the 
Austrian and German governments issued vast quantities of 
paper money in a vain attempt to keep their struggling 
economies afloat. By 1922 the both governments had issued 
so much currency that it was not even worth the paper it was 
printed upon. 

One Swiss soap manufacturer noted the Austrian notes 
were just the right size to house his product. He purchased 
several bails of the worthless script, had his label printed on 
the blank side of the notes and used it to wrap his bars of 
soap. Oddly the sales of the soap increased because some 
people hoped that the currency would someday regain its 
value. 




New NENA Exhibit Rules and Judging 
Guidelines Are Announced 

Each year one of the highlights of the NENA annual 
convention is the exhibit area. Here is your chance to show off 
that fantastic collection of coins, paper money or pieces of 
exonumia that you have been building for the last few years. 

This year your NENA board has developed a new set of 
judging guidelines that will make the evaluation of each exhibit 
clearer and more standized. Although the judging will be based on 
a scale of 100 points as it has been in the past, more specific 
categories are now evaluated to arrive at the total. Here are the 
categories that are covered on the judges’ rating sheet which 
should help perspective exhibitors to plan their presentations: 

Numismatic Information (40 points) 

Title: Prominent enough to be seen immediately. There 5 pts. 
should be a general statement about the exhibit which 
tells the viewer what the exhibit is trying to show. 

Basic Numismatic Information: Description of 20 pts. 
specimens should be clear and concise. Details 
supplied should be adequate for the viewer to gain a 
full understanding and appreciation of the individual 
specimens as collectors’ objects. Degree of satisfaction 
to a numismatist. 

Special Numismatic Information Interesting 15 pts. 
biographical, historical, geographical and heraldic 
background details. This phase should balance, but not 
dominate the exhibit. Degree of satisfaction for non¬ 
numismatist. 

Exhibit Presentation (30 points) 

Creativity/Originalitv Does the exhibit tell a story? 15 pts. 
Degree to which this exhibit brings a fresh view of the 





subject, a different presentation of the material, or a 
whole new numismatic subject. Subjective opinion of 
the Judge. 

Attractiveness : Color, harmony, neatness and lOpts. 
arrangement of parts should create a generally 
pleasing display. Points awarded on degree of 
achievement of this effect. 

Balance : Relation of specimens, information, 5 pts. 
decoration and non-numismatic objects to each 
other, and achievement of a pleasing, total effect. 

Additional Factors (30 points) 

Completeness : Completeness of exhibit material as it 15 pts. 
relates to the scope as determined from the title and 
any general statement. 

Condition : For maximum score, the material should 10 pts. 
be the best that is reasonably available to the 
collector. The exhibitor may make a statement about 
the condition of the individual items or the overall 
exhibit. (Proof is not a condition) 

Rarity The rarity of the specimen is judged by the 5 pts. 
number of like specimens believed to exist. (Selling 
price is not necessarily a measure of rarity.) 

Total Score 100 pts. 

The exhibit rules, which are more detailed and extensive 
than they have been in the past, are presented on the following 
pages. 






EXHIBIT RULES 

NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

53rd Conference and Convention 
August 22 and 23,1997 


EXHIBITORS 

Exhibit Rules 

New England Numismatic Association 
53rd Conference and Convention 
August 22 and 23, 1997 

All members of NENA in good standing and who submit a 
standard NENA exhibit application by August 9, 1997 will be 
eligible to exhibit. NENA reserves the right to accept or reject 
any exhibit. 

CATEGORIES 

Competitive categories are: United States Coins 
Foreign Coins 

Ancients (before 1300) and Medieval 
Paper Money 
Tokens and Medals 
Beauty 

Miscellaneous (items not covered by 
above) 

Junior [under age 18] (any material) 
Non-competitive : An Exhibitor may enter only one competitive 
exhibit. Non-competitive exhibits will be accepted on a space- 
available basis at the discretion of the Exhibit Chairman. 




The Exhibitor will designate the exhibit category on his 
application; however, the Exhibit Chairman, after conference 
with the Exhibitor, may transfer the exhibit to the proper 
category. 

SPACE 

A competitive exhibit may have any number of cases with the 
following limitations. Preference will be given to exhibits of 
three cases or less. Larger exhibits will be approved if space is 
available after smaller exhibits are approved. Under no 
circumstances will large exhibits be approved after application 
deadline. Small exhibits may be approved after the deadline if 
space is available. NENA will provide one case when requested 
on the application but no cases will be provided for late 
applications. NENA cases are 33V4” x 21”, inside. Additional 
cases must be supplied by the Exhibitor provided external 
dimensions are no more than 34” x 22”. 

A non-competitive exhibit may comprise up to three cases. 
Other condition for competitive exhibits apply. 

No special locations, electrical connections, lights or special 
gimmicks will be permitted. NENA will provide supplemental 
lighting for all exhibits, if necessary. 

MATERIAL 

All material shall be the property of the Exhibitor. Exhibitors 
shall not violate any Government regulation or display forged, 
spurious or counterfeit material in a competitive exhibit. Such 
material in a non-competitive exhibit, for educational purposes, 
shall be clearly identified as such. 

A competitive exhibit shall not be the same, or substantially 
the same, as an exhibit that has previously been awarded a First 
Place at a previous NENA convention. 

SETUP/REMOVAL 

Exhibits must be set up prior to 10 AM on Saturday, August 


23rd. Exhibits may be set up between 10AM to 6PM on Friday, 
August 22nd , and between 9AM and 10AM on Saturday, August 
23rd. Exhibits may not be removed until after Awards 
presentation. Exhibits must be removed before 5PM on Saturday, 
A ugust 23rd. 

All material shall be prepared, set-up and removed by the 
Exhibitor unless prior arrangement has been made, in writing, with 
the Exhibit Chairman to appoint one person as agent for the 
purpose of set-up, removal and acceptance of any award bestowed 
on the Exhibitor. 

SECURITY 

All exhibitors will lock their cases in the presence of the Exhibit 
Chairman and give him the key. Once the case is locked, it can not 
be opened by the Exhibitor until the exhibit is removed. 

During judging, if necessary, the Exhibit Chairman may open an 
exhibit case in the presence of two or more Judges to examine the 
contents more closely. After such scrutiny, the case will be re¬ 
locked. No liability of any kind shall be attached to such 
performance. 

JUDGING 

Each exhibit will be judged by at least two Judges appointed by 
the Exhibit Chairman. During judging, all Exhibitors are excluded 
from the exhibit area. Judging will take place from 10AM until 12 
Noon on Saturday, August 23rd. 

Judges shall use the approved NENA Exhibit Rating Sheet and 
complete one sheet for each exhibit assigned. The Exhibit 
Chairman shall determine the overall rating for each exhibit by 
adding the ratings from each Judge and dividing by the number of 
Judges rating that exhibit. 

The Judges’ decisions are final and there will be no appeals 
of any kind. 

Each Exhibitor's rating sheets will be available for view by the 
Exhibitor after the Awards Presentation and before removal of the 
exhibit. 



AWARDS 

Awards will be presented at the NENA Annual Meeting for each 
category based on the overall rating of the Judges. Prizes for first, 
second and third place will be awarded based upon the competitive 
rankings of the exhibits privided that each exhibit has scored a 
minimum number of points as follows: 

• A First Place Exhibit must have a rating of 90 points or more. 

• A Second Place Exhibit must have a rating of 80 points or more. 


• A Third Place Exhibit must have a rating of 70 points or more. 


• A prize shall not be awarded to an exhibit if it has not been 
given these minimum ratings. 


Best of Show award will be presented to the exhibit which has 
the highest overall rating and has been granted a First Place 
award. Ties will be decided by the judges. 

The People’s Choice Award will be decided by ballots cast by 
exhibit viewers. 

LIABILITY 

The New England Numismatic Association, the convention 
committee, and/or the meeting facility shall not be responsible for 
any loss, damage, or injury that may occur to Exhibitors or their 
property from any cause whatsoever, prior, during or subsequent 
to the period of the convention. The Exhibitor expressly releases 
the above named entities from, and agrees to indemnify same and 
hold harmless against any and all claims from such loss, damage or 
injury. 




Club Meeting Times and Places 


Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, Fire 
Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third Tuesday, 7 
PM. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Women’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept - June, 8 
P M. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203)529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 
P.M. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 P.M.: the second 
Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M except September: the first Monday of 
the month. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 
P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Luther Bonney Hall, Room 209, University of 
Southern Maine, 37 Anson Road, Portland, ME Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., Park 
Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth Sundays, 7 
P M For information, Everett Booker, P O Box 2991, New Bedford, 
MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 89, 
Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth Monday, 
Sept through April (except December) 7:30 P M Annual Coin Show 



in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in December. For information, call 
(203) 429-6970 (6 - 9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main Street, 
Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M except June and October. 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 West 
Main Road (Rt 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, R1 Meetings 
second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter Clavette, P.O. Box 3, 
Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, intersection of 
Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday year round, 
7:30 P.M. For information: David Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester 
Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Fnday, September - June, 7:30 
P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm Street, 
West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, September - June, 7 
P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People s Church 
Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings second Friday, 
September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: (508) 853-9258 (mornings 
only) 

TO LIST CL UB MEETINGS AND A CTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS. SEND 
TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING ISSUES OF 
NENA NEWS . SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 02117- 
1314. 





NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED - Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l, The 

Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the “Good for a scent” reverse. 
William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 02021-3150 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 & 1994 bronze, 1951 
aluminum FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10, 1971 rose gold $5, 
1972 gold plate $5, 1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5. Please 
enclose $4 postage & handling. Kevin Simpson, 31 Pamona Road, 
Worcester, MA 01602 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons I need many of the older pieces. Please write first Alvan 
Jones, P O Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745 

WANTED: Articles/stories wntten between 1870 and 1940 about 
macerated money products From shredded money sold by the 
Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. I would be 
interested in buying any items Bertram Cohen, 169 Marlborough St., 
Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. 

B.P.O.E (ELKS) memorabilia wanted Postcards, medals, jewelry, 
books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. Anything/everything - 
list condition & price to D.M.J. V ernon, 31 Kenton Rd Boston, MA 
02130-3342 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. Write to 
NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, P O Box 63, 
Brick NJ 08723 

Colonials: any and all types of early colonial coins made in America. 
1 am currently paying strong money for Massachusetts silver in high 
grade. Call Jeff Hall anytime at (508) 422-8900 

POPOCTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and history 
of popouts and the process Also will purchase. Jack Harion, 6 Eddy 
St.. Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life Member #2060. 


FOR SALE: Gold filled NENA medals: 1975 in custom holder $60, 
1976-’79 @ $50, 1983 @ $45. Wanted: 10k Gold 1952 NENA 
medal, 1995 NENA souvenir card, Boston hotel and restaurant scrip 
and 1873 BNS medals. R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 98, Cassville Station, 
Jackson, N.J. 08527, FAX 908-363-0509 

Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens Certified and raw coins 
William T. Jones, Numismatist, P O Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117. (617) 
341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VE-EF, original coins only. Buy or 
trade. Write or fax detailed description. Bill Brown, 679 Plank Rd. Clifton 
Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145, FAX (518) 373-1569. 


Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad 
related to numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell or trade your 
coins, currency, medals, tokens, books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117-1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate space 
among those who have placed ads in the past. When space is limited, 
preferences will be given to (1) those whose ads have not been 
published previously, and (2) those whose ads have been “bumped” 
from previous issues. 

All ads will be published twice. After the second publication of 
your ad, you must send me a letter stating that you would like 
your notice to be published again. The goal of this policy is to keep 
the material fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 






J2eto (Englanb j&umtstnatfc association, 3nc. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name ___ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address_ 


City/Tow n _ State _ ZiP_ 

Numismatic Interests _ 


ANA Number _ Other Affiliations ___ 

Applicant’s Signature _ 

Dues per calendar year: 

□ $10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

□ $100.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ p o. Box 586 

0 $ 10.00 Club Membership Needham, MA 02192-0006 

U$100.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News, A quarterly publication of the New England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 


FOR NENA 
USE ONLY: 


NL_ 

DA_ 

MC_ 
























An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1996-97 auction season! 

When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or millions of 
dollars, we can realized for you the highest possible market price! What other auction 
houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has the 
records to prove it! 

O f the three largest collections of United States coins 
sold at auction, we have handled all three. 

✓ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
✓ The $20 million Norweb Collection 
✓ The $12.4 million Eliasberg Collection of U.S. 

Gold Coins 

✓ The recently auctioned $11.6 million Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Part I. 

And—add to this impressive list: 

✓ In November 1996—The Norweb Collection of 
Canadian and Provincial Coins 
✓ In April 1997—The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collec¬ 
tion Part II. 

O f the top 10 world’s record prices for U.S. coins at 
auction, those achieving the records have been: 

• 7 records: Bowers and Merena 
• 2 records: Competitor “A” 

• 1 record: Competitor “B” 

• 0 records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too! Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Dave Bowers today (1-800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1996-1997 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro. NH 03894 • 8004584646 
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The aims and purposes of the Association shall be to set 
forth in the agreement of the Association as follows: 

“To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection of 
coin and medals. To conduct courses of study in the art 
and science of numismatics. To give and other wise 
sponsor lectures, exhibits, displays, and functions 
pertaining to the appreciation and understanding of 
the art and science of numismatics...” 

(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 




KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



LIFF. MEMBER 
San Jom 
C oin Club 


ART KAY 

P.O. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 

Always buying US & International Coins 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 


This summer promises to be a busy one, numismatically 
speaking. My schedule for the ANA show in New York is full 
from arrival to departure. Just three weeks later, NENA's own 
show will be happening. The Board is preparing a great one this 
time, with nationally-known speakers, a large YN forum, book 
signings, a valuable raffle, and other surprises. When you visit, 
look me up and say "Hi." 

Putting on a show of this magnitude requires a lot of work, and 
I am asking each of you to give a couple of hours of your time to 
the Association. Tasks to be done include: Educational Program 
Coordinator, show breakdown, Reception, Raffle Ticket sales, 
medal sales souvenir sheet sales, pages, What-Is-It? Table, YN 
program helpers, exhibit oversight. The Board authorized a 
special uniface medal marked "Volunteer" to be given to each 
volunteer. 

The Collector's Club of Boston is preparing a gigantic New 
England Show and Tell for their September meeting. Members are 
asked to bring their summer acquisitions with a New England 
theme and talk a bit about them. That meeting will be the fourth 
Tuesday of September at the Women's Club Workshop, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA, at 8PM. 

May your numismatic summer be a busy and profitable one. 
See you at the NENA show! 

Bob Fritsch 


Wanted!! 

Exhibits for this year’s NENA convention. Why not 
share your knowledge and passion for those wonderful 
and unusual coins, medals or tokens that you collect? An 
application form has been enclosed with this edition of 
the NENA News. 



Make Your Plans to Attend New England ‘97! 

The 53rd NENA Convention is just around the corner. Your 
Board has worked hard to make this year’s convention the best 
ever. In order to help you plan your trip to NEW ENGLAND ‘97, 
this special preconvention issue of the NENA News is designed to 
give you as much information as possible concerning events, 
dates, times and most anything else you may need to have a great 
time at New England’s largest coin show. 

LOCATION AND DATES: The convention will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, August 22-23, 1997. The location. The 
Royal Plaza Trade Center in Marlboro, Mass., was the site of last 
year’s very successful show. 

DIRECTIONS TO THE CONVENTION: The Royal Trade 
Center is located just off Route 20 in Marlboro, Mass. 
(Marlborough on some maps). Marlboro is just northwest of 
Worcester in central Massachusetts. 

FROM NEW JERSEY AND SOUTHWEST: From the 
Connecticut line, take Rte. 95 North. In the New Haven area take 
Rte 91 North. In Hartford take Rte. 84 East. Once in 
Massachusetts, take the Mass. Pike (Rte 90) east to Rte. 495 
North. From Rte 495N, take Exit 24B-Rte 20. Follow Rte. 20 
approximately 1 mile. Look for the Best Western sign right after 
the Buick dealership. Turn right at the sign and follow the access 
road up to the Trade Center and the hotel. 

FROM UPSTATE NEW YORK AND WEST: Take Rte 90 East 
to the Mass. Pike (also Rte 90) East to Rte. 495 North and follow 
as above. 

FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE AND NORTH: Take Rte 3 or 93 
South to Rte. 495 South. From 495 take Exit 24B and follow as 
above. 

FROM BOSTON AND EAST: Take either Rte. 9 or the Mass. 
Pike West to Rte. 495 North and follow as above. 

FROM RHODE ISLAND AND SOUTH: Take Rte. 95 North to 
Rte. 495 North and follow as above. 
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HOST HOTEL: We return for our fourth year at the Best 
Western Royal Plaza Hotel. The Royal Plaza is unusually large for 
a suburban hotel at 440 rooms. This full service quality facility has 
a rack rate of $ 130/night, but NENA has negotiated a special 
convention rate of $79/night for single or double occupancy. As 
of this writing there are still rooms available, but they are going 
quickly so we recommend making your reservations soon. Call 
(508) 460-0700 Mon.-Fri. days and ask for the New England ‘97 
Coin Convention rate. The hotel is adjacent to the Royal Plaza 
Trade Center where the convention activities will take place. Both 
the hotel and the trade center have their own large parking lots 
and parking is free. 

THE BOURSE: This year’s convention will be a special treat for 
New England collectors: The bourse will represent the largest 
group of coin dealers assembled anywhere in New England in 
over 15 years! The 200+ tables will feature dealers from over 20 
different states and Great Britain all eager to do business with 
you! This diverse group will offer a huge array of material in such 
areas as U S. coins and paper money, world coins and paper 
money, ancients, tokens and medals, errors, supplies and even 
new areas such as computer software for collectors! Don’t be left 
with your friends trying to describe to you how incredible an 
experience it was to be in the middle of a bourse this huge—begin 
making plans today to participate in New England ‘97 and see and 
experience it yourself! 

SPECIALTY AREA: We’ll have two specialty areas at this 
year’s convention. The first is an expanded Token and Medal 
Section. This area proved to be very popular with collectors last 
year so we made a special effort to attract even more token and 
medal dealers for New England ‘97. The other specialty section, 
the “Under $250” Area, also proved to be a big hit at New 
England ‘96; and we brought it back this year. In this section, we 
have dealers who offer lots of the lower cost but interesting coins 
that are so popular at many of the Sunday coin shows. Be sure to 
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stop by this section and go through a box or two—or eight and 
enjoy digging out some neat coins at great prices! Remember that 
it’s easy to spend three or four hours in this section alone so plan 
on attending on Friday and Saturday so you don’t miss a minute 
of the best coin weekend this year! 

NENA SPECIAL EVENTS: NENA will be offering a limited 
amount of our 1997 convention medals for sale at the registration 
area. This beautiful medal commemorates the 200th anniversary of 
“Old Ironsides.” An elongate has also been produced in 
commemoration of both the convention and “Old Ironsides”. Each 
registrant will be given one of these special NENA elongates 
FREE while supplies last. Well known roller, Ray Dillard, of 
Michigan will be on hand with a hand crank rolling machine and 
for a small fee will let kids roll their own elongate with the 1997 
NENA design! NENA has also produced another in the fine line 
of convention souvenir cards. These cards depict an obsolete note 
from one of the six New England states and are suitable for 
framing. The U.S. Postal Service will be on hand with a special 
NENA show cancellation available. Be sure to get in on the annual 
NENA raffle—tliis year the value of the super run of prizes has 
been DOUBLED from last year! Be sure to take a few minutes to 
view a beautiful run of competitive exhibits and enter your vote 
for “The Peoples’ Choice Award” for the most popular exhibit of 
the convention attendees. Check the schedule of events at the end 
for a list of educational forum speakers and club meetings. And 
speaking of meetings... 

YOUNG NUMISMATIST FORUM: On Saturday, August 
23rd beginning at 10AM, NENA will conduct a forum designed to 
introduce youngsters between the ages of 10 and 18 to the fun of 
coin collecting. NENA is proud to again have nationally 
recognized Y.N. moderator, Larry Gentile, in from New York to 
offer this exceptional program. NENA Y.N. Coordinator, Jack 
Haroian, has put together a full slate of activities including: 
Learning how to grade coins, a play money auction with prizes to 
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demonstrate how coin auctions work, an introduction to detecting 
counterfeit money, adult and junior speakers, a video 
presentation, a mini exhibit contest with the theme of “My First 
Coin.” (Bring a mini exhibit no larger than 8 1/2x11 inches. Place 
your coin on it and write down as much information as you can 
about your coin.) The program last approximately four hours, 
qualifies for a Boy Scout Coin Collecting Badge, and requires no 
advanced registration. Adults are welcome to stay during the 
program, or if they choose, spend some time looking at coins in 
the bourse while your youngster is discovering the fun of coin 
collecting just a few feet away. Bring your youngsters and make 
New England ‘97 a great weekend for the whole family! For any 
additional information, call Jack Haroian at (508) 832-2693. 

“WHAT IS IT? TABLE: Another popular area at last year’s 
convention was the “What is It? table. Everyone has a few coins 
or tokens in their collection that they can’t quite seem to identify. 
Bring them in and give our ace NENA volunteers a crack at them! 
NENA staffers will assist you in attributing up to ten of your most 
“mysterious” coins free of charge! No one was able to come up 
with an item last year that these numismatic sleuths couldn’t solve. 
Do you have the coin that can stump them? Bring it in, and let’s 
find out! 

CONVENTION HOURS AND ADMISSION INFO: New 
England ‘97 will be open to the public on Friday, August 22nd 
from 10AM to 6PM and on Saturday, August 23rd from 9AM to 
4PM. Admission for adults is $2 for one day, $3 for both days. 
Children under 12 will be admitted free. New or current NENA 
members who prepay their 1998 dues will be admitted free for 
both days. NENA Life Members will be admitted free for both 
days. 


NENA ‘97 Schedule of Events 


Friday, August 22nd 


10:00 AM 

Official opening of the convention with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Bourse opens to the public. 

5:00 PM 

NENA Board meeting in Meeting Area A. All 
NENA members are invited to attend. 

5:30 PM 

One way traffic begins. 

6:00 PM 

The bourse closes for the evening. 


Saturday, August 23rd 

7:30 AM NENA Annual Dutch Treat Breakfast in the 



Royal Plaza Hotel restaurant. All are invited to 
attend and have an opportunity for an informal 
chat with members of the NENA Board and 
NENA members. 

9:00 AM 

The bourse opens to the public. 

10:00 AM 

Educational Forum - Meeting Area A. Jan 
Dyroff will speak on Byzantine Coins. All are 
invited to attend. 

Young Numismatists Forum Meeting Area B - 
Y.N. Forum begins - hosted by Larry Gentile and 
Jack Haroian. 

11:00 AM 

Club Meeting - Meeting Area A - The New 
England Exonumia Society meets - all are invited 
to attend. 


9 







NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 
ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an agressive 
basis 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dearlers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today. Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



NORTHEAST 

^NUMISMATICS 

INC RARE COINS PERSONAL SERVICE 


10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 
1-800-449-2646 
508-369-9155 
508-369-9619 (Fax) 


Thomas 

Caldwell 

ANALM 

#1318 



Noon NENA Annual Meeting - Address by NENA 

president, Robert Fritsch updating the progress 
of the Association. Treasurer’s report by 
Robert Anderson. NENA special awards and 
awards to winning exhibitors. An address by 
our special guest and keynote speaker, ANA 
President Anthony Swiatek . NENA members 
and nonmembers are encouraged to attend. 

1:30 PM Club Meeting - Meeting Area A - The Conder 

Token Society will meet. All are invited to 
attend. 

2:30 PM Educational Forum - Meeting Area A - Roger 

Durand will present a program on paper money. 
All are invited to attend. 

3:30 PM One way traffic begins. 

4:00 PM The show closes. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: If you have questions or 

need information, call Convention Coordinator Tom Lacey at 

(508) 695-1922 or FAX at (508) 695-1926. 

WE’LL SEE YOU IN MARLBORO! 


1997 Souvenir Card Will Feature 
New Hampshire Bank Note 

This year’s souvenir card will feature a reproduction of a five 
dollar note that was issued by the Claremont Bank of New 
Hampshire in 1853. This attractive note features several vignettes 
including one called, “Shoeing the Bay Mare,” which was copied 
from a painting by the famous British artist, Sir Edwin Landseer. 






During the first half of the 19th century, these “good faith” 
notes were backed only by the solvency and honesty of the bank 
that issued them. It is a tribute to the New Hampshire banking 
industry that very few of the state’s private banks defaulted on 
their notes. This souvenir card, which is suitable for framing, will 
be available at the registration counter. 

Design for the 1997 NENA Convention 
Medal Features “Old Ironsides” 



This year, 1997, is the 200th anniversary of the battleship 
“Constitution”, which is better known as “Old Ironsides.” This 
year’s NENA convention medal will feature “Old Ironsides”, 
which is the oldest commissioned battleship in the world, under 
full sail. 

Although a few unnumbered copper medals will be available 
at the registration counter, it is expected that those pieces will sell 
quickly. Sailing ships on medals and coins have always been 
popular among collectors, and this one should be no exception. 

Avoid disappointment and order your 1997 NENA medals 
now. Numbered two piece sets in fine silver and antiqued bronze 
are available only on a pre-ordered basis, and unnumbered fine 


silver and bronze medals are also available. Contact Michael 
Macuga at the address below, and order your medals soon. The 
ordering deadline is Saturday, August 2, 1997. 

Michael Macuga 
P.O. Box 227 
Oakham, MA 01068-0227 


Wanted!! 

Volunteers to help with NENA ‘97. Contact your 
local NENA Board member, President Bob Fritsch, 
or volunteer at the show. 

PS. A free NENA medal will be awarded to those who volunteer! 


NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the Meeting 
14 June 1997 

The meeting opened at 10:08AM by President Robert F. 
Fritsch, with 15 Board Members present. In attendance were: 
Bob Anderson, George Bilodeau, Jan Dyroflf, Ron Emerson, 
Bob Fritsch, Jack Hobbs, A1 Jones, Barbara Jones, Art Kay, Jack 
Kiley, John Kittredge, Tom Lacey, Andrea Lacey, Dick 
Lavimodiere, and Mike Macuga. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and approved. The Treasurer's Report was 
read and approved. Correspondence included a letter from John 
Wilson, President of Central States Numismatic Society, who 
acknowledged our payment and donation for several Collector 
Starter Sets that he had sent us. The Official ANA Ballot was 
discussed and voted upon. 

Medals Chairman Mike Macuga reported that negotiations 
with Blackinton had broken down, and that this year's medal 
would be produced by Mintage Masters of Wisconsin. The 



design will keep the traditional legends with the Constitution 
Museum producing their own dies. Bob Anderson will assist with 
medal production. The possibility of an encased cent has been 
investigated; a die with a variable date is not possible. The 
alternative is to buy a dateless die and use current year cent to 
show the date. 

The mayor of Marlborough will be there to open the show. 
Tom Lacey reported that the bourse is shaping up nicely, with 
most tables sold. There will be at least five Token and Medal 
dealers, and a software dealer will be having hourly demos. There 
are lots of flyers out there and awareness of the show is 
widespread. We will have two book signings and are working on 
other attractions. 

The task list for volunteer labor was discussed. Tasks include 
Educational Program Coordinator, show breakdown, Reception, 
Raffle Ticket sales, medal sales souvenir sheet sales, pages, What- 
Is-It? Table, YN program helpers, exhibit oversight. The Board 
authorized a special uniface medal marked "Volunteer" to be given 


NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the New 
England Numismatic Association. It is published quarterly 
and mailed to all members of the association in good 
standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 







to each volunteer. Barbara Jones reported on the raffle: The 
tickets and prizes are paid for and she has sold over $300 of 
tickets. It was moved and passed to appoint Art Kay as 
advertising chair. He will produce the Convention booklet with 
A1 Jones and Kwik-Print will do the job. The finished booklet 
must be available on 21 August. YN Coordinator Jack Harioan 
is contacting Boy Scout troops through their Councils and he will 
provide the TV and VCR for the program. Jim Rolston will 
produce the postmark. The Board appropriated the money to 
pay for the elongated die and chose the design. A phone card 
was discussed and it was the sense of the Board that there is not 
enough time to do it this year but that it should be pursued next 
year. 

The meeting was closed at 11:10AM and the NENA News 
was prepared for mailing. The next meeting will be on Sunday, 
27 July at 1PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert F. Fritsch 

President 


low Xrmw- ... 

that the official currency of a sovereign government was once 
used to wrap bars of soap? During the early 1920s the Austrian 
and German governments issued vast quantities of paper money 
in a vain attempt to keep their struggling economies afloat. By 
1922 the both governments had issued so much currency that it 
was not even worth as much as the paper on which it was printed. 

One Swiss soap manufacturer noted that the Austrian notes 
were just the right size to house his product. He purchased 
several bails of the worthless script, had his label printed on the 
blank side of the notes and used it to wrap his bars of soap. Oddly 
the sales of the soap increased because some people hoped that 
the currency would someday regain its value. 


Coin Collecting for the New Millenium 

by Carl Greenbaum 

The approach of the year 2000 presents an interesting 
opportunity for coin hobbyists to assemble collections with a 
retrospective flavor (yes, I know the new millenium doesn’t start 
until 2001, but humor me). With that thought in mind I checked 
back 100, 200, 1000 and 2000 years to see what coins existed 
and how they might be reasonably collected and displayed along 
with coins from the year 2000. 

One hundred years ago US coinage was a lot like it is today. 
Indian Head pennies, Liberty nickels. Barber dimes, quarters and 
half dollars were in circulation. One could fairly easily assemble 
a 1900 set in combination with a year 2000 min t set. The Barber 
coinage was minted in San Francisco and New Orleans as well 
as Philadelphia which adds a little more challenge and a lot more 
cost to the set. Morgan Silver Dollars were also coined at those 
three mint in 1900 (and then began their long storage in the bank 
vaults of America). By the Year 2000 there may well be a dollar 
coin to match up with the Morgans, or you might use a one 
ounce silver eagle. 

Seven different Liberty Head gold coins were minted in 1900 
in denominations of $2.50, $5, $10 and $20. The last three 
denominations were minted in San Francisco as well as 
Philadelphia. A set of four Liberty Head gold coins would 
contrast nicely with a set of Year 2000 Gold Eagles since the 
four coins of 1/10, Va, Vi and one ounce are nearly the same sizes 
as the Liberty Head set. Some would argue that the eagles are 
merely bullion but they have been officially “monetized” as legal 
tender, hence they are “coins”(and if anyone wants to spend a 
one ounce gold eagle at its $50 face value, please call me right 
away!!). This set of eight coins would fit nicely in the Capital 
Plastics holder intended for the Indian Head and Liberty gold 
type set. 

Going back to 1800 would illustrate how the denominations 
of our coinage has changed over the years. Coins minted in 1800 


include half cents, large cents, half dimes, dimes and silver 
dollars, all of the Draped Bust type. Gold coins were also 
minted in 1800 although surviving issues from that era are 
genuinely rare. Denominations include $5 and $10 pieces of the 
Capped Bust type. Two coin sets reflecting 200 years of 
coinage could created with dimes or silver dollars. I suppose 
you could do the same with the Capped Bust gold pieces and 
year 2000 gold eagles but if I had a $10 gold piece from 1800 
(currently valued at over $12,000) it would stand on its own. 

For reference, I compiled a table listing all of the 100 and 
200 year old US coins including 1997 Red Book prices, at the 
end of this article. 

Obviously, U.S. coinage doesn’t extend back to 1700 
although there certainly were people living here and spending 
money in 1700. A set of 1700 British coinage mi ght be an 
interesting contrast to a year 2000 mint set, perhaps 
supplemented with Spanish silver and gold pieces minted in 
Mexico and Peru that were also commonly circulating. 

The year 2000 isn’t just a new century though. What might 
we do to illustrate and contrast year 1000 A.D. coinage? The 
principal coinage of which I am aware from that era was 
Byzantine. Coins of Basil II and Constantine XII date from the 
period 976-1025 A.D. in gold , silver and bronze. A recent 
auction catalog from Classical Numismatics Group lists a gold 
coin from this era for $350 and a five coin lot of bronzes for 
$200. In a Pegasi auction catalog I found a listing of English 
coinage of Aethelred II (978-1016 A.D.); a silver penny 
cataloged at $350. 

It is even possible to illustrate 2000 years of coinage. Both 
Greek and Roman coins were minted in year 0 (no, they don’t 
have dates!). In the Greek region of Parthia, Phraatakes ruled 
from 2 B.C. to 4 A.D. The Sears reference volume, Greek 
Imperial Coins and their values lists 13 silver coins ranging in 
value from $65 to $1,650 and 12 bronzes valued from $15 to 
$250. At the very beginning of the Roman Empire Octavian 
Augustus ruled from 27 B.C. to 14 A.D. Bronze, silver and 
gold coins minted during his reign are available. The Sears 


reference volume, Roman Coins and their values lists four gold 
coins with values between $2,100 and $3,300; 27 silver coins 
with values from $250 to $7,500 and 45 bronzes with values 
starting at about $50. We can’t go back 3000 years since that 
puts us about 350 years before the first recognized use of coins. 

There are still a few years before 2000 and I’m going to 
watch the ancient coin catalogs and auctions for some of those 
1000 and 2000 year old coins. I wonder how Lincoln, Jefferson, 
Roosevelt, Washington or Kennedy would feel being portrayed 
alongside Constantine XII or Augustus or Aethelred II (the 
Unready). 


Table 1 

Values of U.S. Coins of 1900 & 1800 
Taken from the 1997 Red Book 


The Year 1900: 


Coin 

VF Price 

MS-60 Price 

1900 Indian Cent 

$ 8 

$25 

1900 Liberty Nickel 

18 

65 1 

1900 Barber Dime 

8 

110 

1900-0 Barber Dime 

100 

550 

1900-S Barber Dime 

12 

160 

1900 Barber Quarter 

27 

175 

1900-0 Barber Quarter 

60 

375 

1900-S Barber Quarter 

32 

300 

1900 Barber Half Dollar 

65 

400 i 

1900-0 Barber Half Dollar 

80 

625 

1900-S Barber Half Dollar 

75 

500 

1900 Morgan Dollar 

9 

15 








The Year 1900 Continued: 


Coin 

VF Price 

MS-60 Price 

1900-0 Morgan Dollar 

10 

16 

1900-S Morgan Dollar 

20 

90 

1900 Quarter Eagle 

130 

200 

1900 Liberty Half Eagle 

130 

200 

1900-S Liberty Half Eagle 

150 

450 

1900 Liberty Eagle 

220 

300 

1900-S Liberty Eagle 

250 

950 

1900 Liberty Double Eagle 

450 

525 

1900-S Liberty Double Eagle 

450 

525 

The Year 1800: 

Coin 

VF Price 

MS-60 Price 

1800 Draped Bust Half Cent 

165 

1,400 * 

1800 Draped Bust Cent 

350 

6 , 000 ** 

1800 Draped Bust Half Dime 

1,100 

5,000 

1800 Draped Bust Dime 

1,100 

5,000 

1800 Draped Bust Dollar 

700 

8,500 

1800 Capped Bust Half Eagle 

1,500 

6,500 

1800 Capped Bust Eagle 

3,500 

12,500 


* Coin World “Trends” price 

** Speculative - 1800 cents are rarely seen better than AU-50 















Sixl Xmw- ... 

TTiat the Red Sox’ team name originated in Cincinnati? In 
1866 Harry Wright, an English immigrant, helped to organize the 
Cincinnati Red Stockings, the first openly professional baseball 
team. In 1869 the Red Stockings barnstormed the country and 
compiled a perfect 59-0 record. 

In 1871 the National Association, the first major league, was 
formed. Harry Wright became the manager of the Boston 
franchise which he also called the Red Stockings. Under Harry’s 
leadership the Red Stockings won the league championship four 
out of the five years that the National Association was in existence 
(which contributed that that league’s early demise). 

In 1876 the National League was formed, and Harry Wright 
was picked to manage the Boston team. Since the Cincinnati club 
had already claimed the Red Stockings name, Harry called his 
team the Red Caps. The Red Caps, which were later known as the 
Beaneaters, the Bees and finally the Braves (who are now in 
Atlanta), won the league title for Harry in 1877 and ‘78. Later 
Harry managed the Philadelphia Phillies who also selected red as 
their team color. 

Harry Wright died in 1896, but his influence over the name of 
a Boston baseball team continued. In 1902 Ban Johnson founded 
the American League. At first the Boston team was called the 
Puritans, but before long the old Red Stocking name cropped up 
again, this time as the Red Sox. 





DAVIO J CORNELL MEDALS. TOKENS 

TOM MULROONEY. JR. PAPER MONEY 

OLD WATCHES 
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QUALITY DIAMOND t GOLD JEWELRY AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
SPECIALIZING MUSA WORLD COINS. STAMPS 
SUPPLIES • JEWELRY REPAIR 
• SINCE 1961 - 

PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 

AN A AP S. 1«4 BROADWAY 

C W.T S I B N S I N S. CHICOPEE FALLS. MA 01020 

M A C D. N.E.N.A. TAMS (413) 594 #550 


REGULAR HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 5 PM 
FRIDAY 9 6 PM SATURDAY 9 4 PM 


SUMMER HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-4 PM 
SATURDAY 9-3 PM 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow collectors? If 
you have never written an article before, or if you are unsure as 
to how to proceed, your editor will be glad to give you a hand. 
Remember it’s a great way to qualify instantly for the Fitts 
Scholarship program! 






Club Meeting Times and Places 


Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, Fire 
Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third Tuesday, 7 
P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Women’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 
P.M. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203)529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 
P.M. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 P.M : the first 
Monday, Oct - June, 8 P.M except September: the second Monday 
of the month. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME Meetings first Tuesday, 7 
P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Luther Bonney Hall, Room 209, University of 
Southern Maine, 37 Anson Road, Portland, ME. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., Park 
Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth Sundays, 7 
P.M. For information, Everett Booker, P O. Box 2991, New Bedford, 
MA 02741 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt. 89, 
Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT Meetings fourth Monday, 
Sept through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. Annual Coin Show 



in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in December. For information, call 
(203) 429-6970 (6 - 9 P.M) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main Street, 
Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except June and October 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson s Lodge, 351 West 
Main Road (Rt 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, RI. Meetings 
second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For information: Walter Clavette, P 0 Box 3, 
Newport, RI 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, intersection of 
Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday year round, 
7:30 P.M. For information: David Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester 
Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, September - June, 7:30 
P.M. (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm Street, 
West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, September - June, 7 
P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People’s Church 
Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings second Friday, 
September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information: (508) 853-9258 (mornings 
only) 

TO LIST CL UB MEETINGS AND A CTMTIES IN NENA NEWS. SEND 
TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CL UB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING ISSUES OF 
NENA NEWS. SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314. BOSTON, M4 02117- 
1314. 





NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED - Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l, The 

Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the “Good for a scent” reverse. 
William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 02021-3150 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 & 1994 bronze, 1951 
aluminum. FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10, 1971 rose gold $5, 
1972 gold plate $5, 1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5. Please 
enclose $4 postage & handling Kevin Simpson, 31 Pamona Road, 
Worcester, MA 01602 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first. Alvan 
Jones, P.O. Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
macerated money products From shredded money sold by the 
Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. I would be 
interested in buying any items Bertram Cohen, 169 Marlborough St., 
Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. 

B.P.O.E (ELKS) memorabilia wanted. Postcards, medals, jewelry, 
books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. Anything/everything - 
list condition & price to: D.M.J. Vernon, 31 Kenton Rd Boston, MA 
02130-3342 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. Write to 
NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, P.O Box 63, 
Back NJ 08723 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and history 
of popouts and the process. Also will purchase Jack Harion, 6 Eddy 
St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life Member #2060. 

FOR SALE: Gold filled NENA medals: 1975 in custom holder 
$60, 1976-’79 @ $50, 1983 @ $45. Wanted: 10k Gold 1952 
NENA medal, 1995 NENA souvenir card, Boston hotel and 


restaurant scrip and 1873 BNS medals. R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 98, 
Cassville Station, Jackson, N.J. 08527, FAX 908-363-0509 

Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens Certified and raw coins 
William T. Jones, Numismatist, P O Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117. (617) 
341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF, original coins only Buy or 
trade. Write or fax detailed description. Bill Brown, 679 Plank Rd. Clifton 
Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145, FAX (518) 373-1569. 

Wanted: Large & small National Bank Notes from Buzzards Bay, 
Edgartown, Falmouth, Harwich, Hyannis, Nantucket, Tisbury, Provincetown 
and Yarmouth. Frank Bennett, P O. Box 8722, Port St. Lucie, FL, 34985 


Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad 
related to numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell or trade your 
coins, currency, medals, tokens, books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117-1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate space 
among those who have placed ads in the past. When space is limited, 
preferences will be given to (1) those whose ads have not been 
published previously, and (2) those whose ads have been “bumped” 
from previous issues. 

All ads will be published twice. After the second publication of 
your ad, you must send me a letter stating that you would like 
your notice to be published again. The goal of this policy is to keep 
the material fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name_ 


_ Date 

Please Print 


Mailing Address _ 

City/Town _ State _ ZIP_ 

Numismatic Jnterests_ _ 


Applicant’s Signature_ 


Other Affiliations_ 


Dues per calendar year: 

□ 110.00 Regular Membership 

□ S100.00 Regular Life Membership 

□ S 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) 

Date of Birth _ 

□ S 10.00 Club Membership 

□ J 100.00 Club Ufe Membership 

VENA News, A q 


Complete form and send with check 
Payable to NENA to: 

NENA 

P.0. Box 586 
Needham, MA 02192-0 


is included with membership 























An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 


W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1996-97 auction season! 

When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or millions of 
dollars, we can realized for you the highest possible market price! What other auction 
houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has the 
records to prove itl 



O f the three largest collections of United States coins 
sold at auction, we have handled all three. 

✓ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
✓ The $20 million Norweb Collection 
✓ The $12.4 million Eliasberg Collection of U.S. 
Gold Coins 

✓ The recently auctioned $11.6 million Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Part I. 


And—add to this Impressive list: 

✓ In November 1996—The Norweb Collection of 
Canadian and Provincial Coins 

✓ In April 1997-The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collec¬ 
tion Part II. 


O f the top 10 world’s record prices for U.S. coins at 
auction, those achieving the records have been: 


• 7 records: Bowers and Merena 

• 2 records: Competitor “A" 

• 1 record: Competitor “B” 

• 0 records: Everyone else 


W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too! Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Dave Bowers today (1-8004584646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1996-1997 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, MH 03894 • 8004584646 





NEW ENGLAND ‘97 

The 53rd Anniversary Convention 
of the 

New England Numismatic 
Association 

August 22 and 23,1997 

Royal Plaza Trade Center 

181 Boston Post Road (Rt 20) 
Marlborough, MA 

225 Tables 

CONVENTION COORDINATOR 

TOM LACEY 
TEL: (508) 695-1922 
FAX: (508) 695-1926 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

ROBERT FRITSCH, NENA PRESIDENT 
P.O. BOX 3003, NASHUA, NH 03061-3003 


Ac* 



NENA NEWS 



VOL 51 November 1997 NO.3 


The aims and purposes of the Association shall be to set 
forth in the agreement of the Association as follows: 

“To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection of 
coin and medals. To conduct courses of study in the art 
and science of numismatics. To give and other wise 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 


It is well into autumn already, and the 1997 Conference 
and Convention is a fading memory. It was a good show, and 
it took a lot of time and work to put it together. I thank all 
who participated helping us out, and those of you who were 
able to come to the show. 

For the past five years, these shows have been created 
by the team of Tom and Andrea Lacey of Nightowl 
Numismatics, and they have done a wonderful job. You all 
know the story: in 1992 our bourse consisted of 13 dealers. 
Then the Laceys came along, took over the bourse, and grew 
it until the epitome of this summer’s show which had about 170 
dealers. This is a magnificent accomplishment, and NENA is 
indebted to Tom and Andrea. However, all good things must 
come to an end. NENA has parted company with the Laceys, 
each striking out on their own path. This parting is totally 
amicable, and was brought about by both parties realizing that 
we had gotten as much out of the relationship as we could. 

As of this writing we don’t know where and we don’t 
know when the next show will be; except there SHALL be a 
NENA show in 1998 somewhere in New England. You can 
expect that our shows in the future will be smaller than the past 
few years. We of the Board plan to make them the family 
affairs that we used to have. We are shifting our focus back to 
the educational aspects of the show with a solid bourse, so you 
can expect more club meetings, great exhibits, and excellent 
speakers, plus a nice place to visit with numismatic friends. 
Plan to come out and support these fine endeavors. If you 
have something that you would like to see us do, by all means 
contact your local Board member or write to me directly. We 
solicit and encourage your comments. 

To Tom and Andrea: Fair Winds and Following Seas, 
as we used to say hi the Navy. On behalf of NENA, the Board, 
and the members, THANK YOU! 


Bob Frit sell 


New England Numismatic Association 
Minutes of the Meeting 
October 4, 1997 

The meeting was opened at 10:07 AM by President 
Robert F. Fritsch at the Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlborough, 
MA. Eleven Board members were present. The President 
welcomed new Board members Jay Bailey and Keith Jennings, 
then all present introduced themselves to the others. The 
Treasurer’s report, which shows a healthy balance, was 
accepted as submitted. The Membership report counted 487 
members including the loss of one member club. Appointments 
were made for non-elected Boards members: Jack Haroian 
(YN), Mike Macuga (Medals) and Bill Jones (NENA News). 

The Show report indicated that this was the best show 
that Tom Lacey has yet had. Response was good and about 
1200 people visited us. Token and Medal dealers did great. 
The club has had 60 of our new cases removed from their 
storage facility, and a committee of Jack Kiley and George 
Bilodeau will determine a course of action. An emergency 
order of new cases was made, we had just enough to meet 
demand. Treasurer Bob Anderson gave the Financial Report 
for the show which showed a nice profit for the club. The only 
real loss was the Medals Program. Exhibits were good, but 
there were not enough of them. Exhibits Coordinator, George 
Bilodeau will try to attract more next year. Feedback was 
heard about the new exhibit rules. Some comments were 
negative about the point system. This matter will be 
investigated. The Howard Davis Collection was not displayed 
this year due to the absence of its safekeeper. The Medals 
program lost money this year mainly because of a new obverse 
die charge by our new manufacturer. Numbered sets sold well, 
and there are still some unnumbered silver and bronze pieces 
left. Discussion about next year’s medal was tabled until a later 
board meeting. 

Treasure Bob Anderson was awarded the Jack and 
Mary Mullen Outstanding Service Award for his efforts in the 
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Medals Program and providing liaison with the Bourse 
promoter. Well done Bob! 

Tom Lacey gave an overview of the show and of his 
participation with NENA. He declined to join with us in 1998, 
and wishes us well in the future. Three cheers were given to the 
Laceys for their involvement with the club which has brought 
us to our present status of solvency and solidity. Well done, 
Tom and Andrea! Immediate plans were begun for next year’s 
show with the President charging each Board member with first 
finding a venue, with specific criteria needed for a good choice. 

The next Board meeting will be on 22 November at a 
place to be determined. This meeting was adjourned at 11:51 
AM 

Walter H. Riley, Numismatic Amassador, Passes Away 

Walter H. Riley, a well-known Worcester area numismatist, 
passed away on August 7, 1997. Mr. Riley belonged to the 
Boston Numismatic Society, the Worcester County 
Numismatic Society and was a charter member of the Currency 
Club of New England. In 1979, Krause Publications named Mr 
Riley a Numismatic Ambassador, which is one of the highest 
honors that can be bestowed upon anyone in the hobby. 

Mr. Riley was a labor representative for the United 
Paperworkers International Union for many years. He retired in 
1987. A World War II Navy veteran, Mr. Riley served in Asia 
and the Pacific. 

He is survived by his wife, Constance, two brothers, Joseph 
and John, and by several nieces and nephews. 

Longtime NENA Member, Hy Brown, Passes Away 

Hy Brown, a NENA member since October 1963, died on June 
11, 1997. Hy and his wife, Freda, operated a coin mail-order 
business from their home in Mentor, Ohio. He is survived by his 
wife, a daughter and three grandchildren. Memorial 
contributions may be sent to the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, 1422 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44114. 
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NENA ‘97 Registration Winners 

First Prize - S. A. Carlson 

Second Prize - Frank Pugliese 

Third Prize - Howard Barray 

Fourth Prize - David Lavimodiere 

Fifth Prize - Katie Brides (a Young Numismatist!) 

Congratulations to all of this year’s winners! 

NENA ‘97 Exhibit Award Winners 

Exhibits Chairman, George Bilodeau, announced the following 
winners of the NENA ‘97 exhibit competition: 

William Jones won the Eliot Goldberg Best of Show award 
for his exhibit, “John Marr’s Civil War Token Art”. He also 
won first place in the Beauty category and the People’s Choice 
award. 

Jeff King took third place for U.S. coins for “My Collection 
of Indian Head Cents.” 

Larry Gentile took third place for Ancient Coins with “A 
Selection of Coins of Alexander the Great . ” 

Robert Wester won first place in the Tokens and Medals 
category for his “Love Token” exhibit. 

Gabriel Goshidigan won second place in Tokens and Medals 
category for, “A Gold Star Mother’s Pilgrimage to the 
Battlefields of World Wars.” 

Paul Lajoie won third place in Tokens and Medals category 
for his exhibit, “Pioneers in the Fight Against Infectious 
Disease.” 

George extends his thanks to all who exhibited. 
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The American Numismatic Association Summer 
Conference 

By Thomas P. Rockwell 

Prue and Arthur Fitts endowed a scholarship to send a 
person to the American Numismatic Association Summer 
Conference in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The conference 
was held in July of 1997. This scholarship was open to any 
person living in New England. Certain criteria had to be met to 
be eligible, and I was luck enough to be the one chosen from six 
people who entered their names. 

The ANA has held these summer conferences for the past 
29 summers. Each participant concentrates completely on some 
phase of numismatics for an entire week. This year 301 people 
attended the conference including 35 young numismatists 
(YNs) who were mostly on scholarships. 

The classes were held for three hours in the morning and 
two and a half hours in the afternoon from Sunday to Thursday. 
Each student could take one of the 22 courses that were 
offered. In addition to these courses, the ANA held “bull 
sessions” in the evening at which various instructors gave one 
hour resumes of their courses. So, all in all, there was a heavy 
schedule devoted to some phase of Numismatics. 

For the past 40 years I have heard innumerable talks on 
Greek, Roman and other ancient coins, U S. medals and tokens 
and other items, so it was nice to take a course on a subject that 
was unknown to me! That subject was, “Coins of the Middle 
Ages,” (500 A D. to about 1500 A.D.). It was taught by Allen 
Berman, who is a dealer in these corns and a virtual 
encyclopedia of information. He described the history of coins 
during this period and brought in many pieces for us to try to 
decipher! By the end of this course, ten of us could read the 
inscriptions on these coins fairly well which was not an easy 
task. 

Various trips were offered, and I decided to go to the 
Denver mint where we were allowed to view the various 
processes in the actual minting areas. It was fascinating to see, 


for instance, ten cent pieces spewing from the machines at a fast 
clip. 

On the last night before we left, an auction of donated 
numismatic items was held to benefit the YNs for future 
summer conferences. One tongue-in-cheek item was worth 
noting here, and I quote from the auction list: “For another 
year, we are very proud to offer for your approval an amazing 
piece fit for the finest collection of coppers. Combining the best 
of both worlds, this error coin, the finest known 100% off 
center 1793 Chain cent is a pure gem in every sense of the term. 
It was found by the last owner described in an English auction 
Catalog where, lamentably, it was not illustrated. It seems to 
have been the property of a nobleman, Lord Peter, being sold 
for the benefit of his favorite daughter. Penny Whimsy.” This 
item was sold once for $220.00 and then resold for $225.00! 
The auction raised about $23,000.00 for the benefit of the YNs. 

The ANA library has the finest collection of numismatic 
books, pamphlets and related items. It was open from early 
morning until after the last bull session in the evening. The 
ANA’s coin and currency collections were also on view all the 
time. 

The most enjoyable part of the whole conference was the 
fact that everyone had a consuming interest - numismatics! For 
those wishing a solid week of nothing but their favorite hobby, 
I wholeheartedly recommend this summer conference. Go if 
you possibly can - it is well worth the expense! 

Some Letters to Bob Fritch ... 

Dear Bob, 

First of all I want to let you know how much I enjoyed 
working as a NENA volunteer. Although I am not able to be a 
member of the Board of Directors, I am pleased if I can be of 
any help. My son, Brian, also was happy he could pitch in and 
especially working with the YNs as he was previously a NY at 
four NENA conventions. I thank the entire Board for making 
us feel right at home! 
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Secondly I would like to make some suggestions based 
on observations from the show. The only disappointment I 
heard about was the lack of any presence of the Postal Service. 
I don’t know why they were not at the show, but it was hoped 
they will return next year. 

As a help to medal sales and souvenir cards signs 
would be helpful to let the public know what is for sale. Also 
the NENA medal collection makes a nice display to enhance 
the sale and collecting of medals. I don’t know why that 
wasn’t there, but I always enjoy having a look at it. 

Thanks for listening! 

Always, 

Geoff Dean 


Bob, 

It's a little late, but I thought I should get back to you. 
I'm glad I had a chance to meet you at the show; I was a bit 
rushed this year, so it was quite a whirlwind. The show was a 
great buying trip for me. Not only did I find about $500 of coins 
for my clients' wantlists, but I managed to find a difficult Iranian 
10 rials 1962 coin (thick planchet) for my world com birth year 
collection. 

Next year I really hope to be down for the entire time, 
including volunteering to help set up. I also want to have the 
time to take part in the seminars and meetings. 

Thanks again for a great show! 

Kent Lunde 

We encourage our members to comment on NENA activities. 


Bob Fritch 


1998 NENA MEDAL COMPETITION 


Design ideas for the 1998 NENA medal are now being 
accepted. Here are the simple rules: 

1. Design competition is open to all NENA members. The 
number of entries per person is not limited. 

2. The design must fit entirely within a circle with one per 
sheet. (An 8-1/2 x 11" paper with a 5" circle is 
suggested.) The idea is important; your artistic ability 
is not counted! 

3. The design for 1998 should have a theme about New 
England or Numismatics or both. Legends to be 
included in the design are: 

NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
54TH CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 
CITY 

DATE [these items will be filled in later] 

4. Do not identify yourself on the paper with your design. 
Attach a separate piece of paper with your name, 
address, and telephone number to each entry. 

5. Send entries to NENA Medal Design; P.O. Box 3003; 
Nashua, NH 03061-3003. All entries become the 
property of the New England Numismatic Association 
and must be received by Saturday, January 11, 1998. 

6. The NENA Board of Directors will select the winning 
design at the NENA board meeting following the close 
of the contest. The decision of the judges is final. 
NENA reserves the right to modify the whining design 
idea for whatever reason they think necessary. 


Good Luck! 


DEADLINE SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 11, 1998 


ARTHUR AND PRUE FITTS NUMISMATIC 
SCHOLARSHIP 


Arthur and Prue Fitts have established a full scholarship for an 
adult collector from New England to the ANA Summer 
Seminar in July 1998. The scholarship includes tuition, class 
materials, room, and board. The student must pay for 
transportation costs to and from Colorado Springs, the location 
of the seminar. 

It is the desire of the Committee to award this scholarship to a 
collector who will benefit from it, one who has shown a 
commitment to numismatics in New England. It is also our 
desire that all applicants have an equal opportunity to win the 
award. It is with these goals in mind that we establish the 
criteria for awarding the scholarship as follows: 

1. The winner of the scholarship will be determined by a 
random drawing of all eligible applicants. The drawing 
will be held at the March 10 1998, meeting of the 
Boston Numismatic Society. The winner must accept 
the scholarship within seven days of notification. If for 
some reason that person cannot attend the Seminar, a 
second (and subsequent) name will be drawn and have 
the same response time. The scholarship will be 
awarded to the first person to firmly commit to 
attendance. Transportation to and from Colorado 
Springs is the responsibility of the winner. 

2. The period of eligibility shall be between 1 January 
1997 and 1 March 1998. An applicant may become 
eligible for this award in any one of three ways: 

a. Publish a numismatic article in a local, regional, 
or national numismatic periodical. Enclose a 
copy of the article as published. If a submitted 
article has not been published by the deadline, a 


statement of Intent to Publish from the 
periodical is sufficient to meet eligibility. The 
editors of NENA News are willing to publish any 
and all articles submitted, and shall give the 
necessary certifications. 

b. Enter a competitive numismatic exhibit in a 
local, regional, or national numismatic 
competition. Judges’ scoring sheets or a 
statement from the sponsor of the competition 
are sufficient proof of exhibit. The annual 
NENA Conference and Convention is an 
excellent venue for exhibits, and certification 
shall be automatic. 

c. Make a numismatic presentation to a local, 
regional, or national numismatic group. Talks 
to local clubs present excellent opportunities to 
establish eligibility, which must be certified by 
club officers. 

This competition is open to all collectors of coins, 
medals, tokens, other exonumia, and paper money who 
live in New England. Proof of eligibility is the 
responsibility of the applicant. Material submitted for 
previous competitions will not be accepted. Previous 
winners of this scholarship are not eligible. 

To enter, fill out the entry form, obtain the applicable 
proofs) of eligibility, and send it to: 

SCHOLARSHIP 
P.O. Box 3003 
Nashua, NH 03061-3003 

Each entry will be acknowledged by mail within ten 
days of receipt. If you do not get this acknowledgment, 
please write to the above address. Only one entry per 
person shall be accepted. Eligibility will be checked, as 


will New England residency. 


5. Upon completion of travel, the recipient must submit a 
written report about the Seminar to the Committee. 

6. All incidental expenses, including taxes, resulting from 
this award will be the responsibility of the winner. 

Robert F. Fritsch, cltmn 
Arthur M. Fitts III 
Prue Fitts 


PLEASE REPRODUCE THIS 
ANNOUNCEMENT AS NECESSARY 


NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the New 
England Numismatic Association. It is published quarterly 
and mailed to all members of the association in good 
standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 




Application Form 

for the 

ARTHUR AND PRUE FITTS NUMISMATIC 
SCHOLARSHIP 


NAME_____ 

TELEPHONE___ 

STREET OR PO BOX___ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

QUALIFICATION: ( ) ARTICLE ( ) TALK ( ) EXHIBIT ( ) 
CLUB RECOMMENDATION 

(PLEASE ENCLOSE THE REQUIRED PROOFS) 

I understand that if I win, I must commit to attending the 1997 ANA 
S umm er Seminar. If I cannot commit by the deadline required by the 
Committee, I will forfeit this scholarship and another name will be 
drawn for the award. I certify that the submitted material is my own 
work. 

SIGNATURE_ 

DATE_ 

Committee Use Only: Received_ 

Receipt sent_ 


THIS FORM MAY BE REPRODUCED AS OFTEN 
AS NECESSARY 












The UNpatriotic Civil War Tokens 
Tokens - Part 2 
By Bill Jones 

Eighteen sixty-three was the pivotal year of the American 
Civil War. Although the South had won important victories in 
1862 and early 1863, the Confederate cause suffered two major 
defeats at Gettysburg and Vicksburg in the beginning of July. 
The South would never recover from these losses, but many 
people in the North would not appreciate the importance of these 
victories for more than a year. 

To many Union residents the war seemed to be an endless 
struggle, and some began to feel that the restoration of the Union 
was not worth the cost in lives and treasure. Many families had 
lost a father or son to the war, and many others had seen their 
loved ones come home crippled for life. This growing 
disillusionment with the Union cause provided the South with its 
last opportunity to gain its independence. If the public in the 
North could be convinced that the cause was futile, then perhaps 
they would convince their government of the war’s futility or 
elect a new government that would grant the South its 
independence. 

One of the best known Northern based pro-southern groups 
was the Sons of Liberty. One way that the members of this group 
could identify one another had a numismatic connection. Many 



“Live and let Live, ” sounded like a great idea to many Southerners 
who wanted to keep slaves and live independently from the North. 


members wore the cut out liberty head from the Braided Hair 
large cents of the 1840s and ‘50s on their clothing. This symbol 
of group allegiance prompted their opponents to call all 
southern sympathizers “copperheads” which stood both for the 
copper pennies on their coats and the poisonous snake. Some 
southern sympathizers also sponsored Civil War tokens with 
anti-Union messages. Since these tokens were usually made of 
copper or brass, these pieces were also called “copperheads.” 

If one expressed his anti-Union views too strongly in the 
North, he stood a chance of landing in jail. Early in the war, 
President Lincoln had suspended the writ of habeas corpus. 
That authorized the Union government to imprison anyone, 
who was suspected of sedition, without formal charges. This 
resulted in the arrest of guilty and innocent people and forced 
those who supported the South to avoid expressing their 
political views too openly. 

As a result, all of the anti-Union Civil War tokens that were 
issued in 1863 expressed their sentiments in a subtle manner, 
and die sinkers who designed them maintained a low profile. 
For example Cincinnati, Ohio die sinker, Benjamin True, who 
had produced the Wealth of the South tokens got a visit from 
Federal agents one day. That ended his large scale production 
of those pro-Dixie tokens, and prompted him to pass his dies on 
John Stanton. Stanton continued to make special Wealth of the 



“Peace forever” was one of the South's goals if the Confederate 
States of America could be an independent nation. 


South tokens for collectors on the sly. 

All the South wanted from the Civil War was the right to 
leave the Union in peace. If the North had let the South go its 
own way, there would have been no Civil War; but President 
Abraham Lincoln would not let that happen. Therefore, peace 
and the virtues and blessings of peace were the central themes 
of most 1863 unpatriotic Civil War tokens. 

One such piece featured a handshake in the center with the 
words, “Peace forever” surrounding it. If you examine a well- 
struck, high grade example of this variety, you will note that the 
word “South” appears on one cuff and ‘‘North” appears on the 
other. The implication here was that there would be “peace 
forever” if the North and the South became two independent 
nations. This design was most often paired with an obverse die 
that featured a bust of George Washington above two 
American flags. This gave the piece a deceptive patriotic image. 



The “Blessings of Peace ” copperhead token implied that ending 
the war with southern independence was a moral position. 

Another copperhead token had religious overtones. This 
piece features the bust of an angel gazing upward with two 
horns of plenty below her. This is surrounded by the legend, 
“Blessings of peace, honors of war.” The message here was 
that the national nightmare would be over if the Union 
government would stop fighting the war. Another piece with a 
similar message featured a carrot and some other agricultural 
products with the message, “Live and let live.” Both of these 


tokens and the “Peace forever” variety are fairly common They 
range in price from about $18.00 for Extremely Fine examples 
to around $40.00 for choice red and brown Mint State pieces. 



The slogan “Millions for Contractors, not one cent for the 
widows, ” made a valid point. Some did get rich from the war while 
the soldiers and their families suffered. The only problem was that 
Fort Lafayette, a prison for southern sympathizers, appeared on 
the Indian's headband in place of the word, “Liberty. ” 

One of the most interesting of copperheads took aim at the 
Civil War equivalent of the military industrial complex. This 
piece, which resembled an Indian cent, had the legend, 
“Millions for contractors, not one cent for the widows.” This 
claim did have a grain of truth in it. 

While the soldiers in the field earned about $14.00 month 
and their widows received less if they died in service, numerous 
war merchants were making a fortune, often in an underhanded 
manner. One merchant purchased old, rusty surplus rifles from 
the government and sold them back to the War Department at 
inflated prices. In another case a shoe manufacturer sold boots 
to the Army that had cardboard soles. His excuse was that 
boots were to be used by the cavalry who spent most of their 
time riding horses not walking. 

Some of the chicanery occurred while Simon Cameron was 
the secretary of war. Cameron’s definition of an honest 
politician was, “a man who, when he’s bought, stays bought.” 



A lot of folks were bought while Simon was in office, and 
Lincoln finally got rid of Cameron by appointing him to be our 
minister to Russia. 

The “Millions for Contractors” token might have been 
viewed as a legitimate patriotic protest piece except for one 
feature that showed its true colors. In place of the word 
“Liberty” on the Indian’s headband was the name, “Fort 
Lafayette.” This fort, which was located in New York harbor, 
was a notorious prison for those who were or were thought to 
be southern agents and sympathizers. Living conditions at the 
fort were harsh, and the treatment of the prisoners was a 
constant source of protest among those who were sympathetic 
to the southern cause. This token is a little less common than 
the previous pieces and sells in the $20 to $50 range. 

The unpatriotic Civil War tokens are only one small group 
in this fascinating series that covers more than 11 thousand 
varieties. Although Civil War prices have increased in recent 
years, there are still many reasonably prices varieties that are 
within the financial means of most collectors 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share your 
thoughts? Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 

Send your letters to William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, 
MA 02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your NENA ] 
News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the subject and ■ 
space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to provide sufficient 
space for various subjects and points of view. All letters will become the 
property of the New England Numismatic Association. 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 

Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business 

If you are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory, we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an agressive 
basis 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dearlers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write 
us today Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



NORTHEAST 

^NUMISMATICS 

INC RARE COINS PERSONAL SERVICE 


10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1 - 800 - 449-2646 

978 - 369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

Email: nencoin@aol.com 

Visit us on the Web at http://www.collect.com/northeast 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
#1318 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow collectors? If 
you have never written an article before, or if you are unsure as 
to how to proceed, your editor will be glad to give you a hand. 
Remember it’s a great way to qualify instantly for the Fitts 
Scholarship program! 


COIN SHOW NEWS 


Nov. 30, 1997, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held at the V.F.W Poirier Post, 
929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. Contact: Dennis Lewis, 
(508) 278-9801. 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN UPCOMING ISSUES 
OF NENA NEWS SEND INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314 , BOSTON MA 
02117 - 1314 . 








Club Meeting Times and Places 


Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, Fire 
Dept Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA Meetings third Tuesday, 7 
PM 

Boston Numismatic Society, Women’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept - June, 8 
P M. For information (508) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040 Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P.M. For information: (203)529-0715 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept - June, 8 
P.M. For information (508) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA Meetings all at 8:00 PM: the first 
Monday, Oct - June, 8 P.M. except September: the second Monday 
of the month. For information: (508) 687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 
P M for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 U S 
Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, September to 
June at 7:00 PM Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd , Windham, 
ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V F W , Park 
Street, New Bedford, MA Meetings second and fourth Sundays, 7 
P M For information, John Izidoro, P O Box 2991, New Bedford, 
MA 02741 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 89, 
Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT Meetings fourth Monday, 



Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P M. Annual Coin Show in 
March, Dinner/Donation Auction in December. For information, call 
(203) 429-6970 (6 - 9 P.M) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main Street, 
Nashua, NH Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except June and October 

Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 West 
Main Road (Rt 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, R1 Meetings 
second Tuesday, 8 P.M For information: Walter Clavette, P 0 Box 3, 
Newport, RJ 02840. 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, intersection of 
Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday year round, 
7:30 P M For information: David Barbone, (860) 599-1571 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester 
Street, Southbndge, MA. Meetings first Friday, September - June, 7:30 
P.M (Doors open at 6:30 P.M ) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm Street, 
West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, September - June, 7 
P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People’s Church 
Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings second Friday, 
September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information (508) 853-9258 (mornings 
only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS , SEND 
TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 02117-1314. 




NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED: Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l, The 

Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the “Good for a scent” reverse. 
William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 02021-3150 

WANTED: NENA Medals: 1952, gold, 1959 gold, 1963 gold plated, 
1955 silver, 1958 silver, 1959 silver, 1961 silver plated , 1962 silver, 
1995 complete set. Write to NENA life member Frank J. Hoerzer, 
409 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Ctr., CT 06250 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
nbbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first Alvan 
Jones, P O Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
macerated money products From shredded money sold by the 
Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 1 would be 
interested in buying any items Bertram Cohen, 169 Marlborough St, 
Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for Write to 
NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, P O Box 63, 
Brick NJ 08723 

POPOCTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and history 
of popouts and the process Also will purchase Jack Harion, 6 Eddy 
St., Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life Member #2060. 

FOR SALE: Gold filled NENA medals: 1975 in custom holder 
$60, 1976-’79 @ $50, 1983 @ $45. Wanted: 10k Gold 1952 
NENA medal, 1995 NENA souvenir card, Boston hotel and 
restaurant scrip and 1873 BNS medals. R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 
98. Cassville Station, Jackson, N.J. 08527, FAX 908-363-0509 


Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens Cerfified and raw coins 
William T. Jones, Numismatist, P O Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117 (617) 
341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF, original coins only Buy or 
trade. Wnte or fax detailed descnption. Bill Brown, 679 Plank Rd Clifton 
Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1 145, FAX (518) 373-1569. 

Wanted: Large & small National Bank Notes from Buzzards Bay, 
Edgartown, Falmouth, Harwich, Hyanms, Nantucket, Tisbury, Provincetown 
and Yarmouth. Frank Bennett, P 0 Box 8722, Port St Lucie, FL, 34985 

WANTED: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector buying New York City 
“safe and sane” or public school athletic league medals Also need Salem, 
Mass. Tercentenary medal Paul Lajoie, 36 Maple Road, Longmeadow, MA 
01106-3102. 


Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad I 
related to numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell or trade your 
coins, currency, medals, tokens, books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117-1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate space 
among those who have placed ads in the past. When space is limited, 
preferences will be given to (1) those whose ads have not been 
published previously, and (2) those whose ads have been “bumped” 
from previous issues. 

All ads will be published twice. After the second publication of 
your ad, you must send me a letter stating that you would like 
your notice to be published again. The goal of this policy is to keep 
the material fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfdled. 
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An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1997-1998 auction sea¬ 
son! When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best-Auctions by Bow¬ 
ers and Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or 
millions of dollars, we can realize for you the highest possible market price! What 
other auction houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already 
done—and has the records to prove it. 

Of the three largest collections of United States 
coins sold at auction, we have handled all three. 

/ The $45 million Eliasberg Collection 
✓ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
/ The $20 million Norweb Collection. 

Of the top 10 world's record prices for U.S. coins 
at auction, those achieving the records have been: 

/ 7 records: Bowers and Merena (including the 
only two coins every to cross the $ 1 million mark) 

/ 1 record: Competitor A 
✓ 1 record: Competitor B 
/ 1 record: Competitor C 
/ O records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too. Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Q. David Bowers today (1-800-458-4646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1997-1998 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 1-800-458-4646 





Vintage NENA Medals for Sale 

Offered by NENA for the Benefit of the Association 

This year’s silver and bronze NENA medal set, which 
commemorated the 200th anniversary of the USS Constitution, 
was a very popular issue. All the numbered silver and bronze sets 
were sold and only a few unnumbered medals remain. The prices 
for these medals are $25.00 for the silver and $9.00 for the 
bronze. In addition a limited number of prior years’ medals are 
available: 

1967 Two piece set - $8.00 

1968 Sterling-$15 00, Copper-$4.00 
1971 Gold Plate - $5.00 

1973 Gold Plate - $5.00, Bronze - $5.00 

1974 Bronze - $5.00 

1975 Two piece set - $25.00, Bronze - $5.00 

1976 Gold Filled - $6.00, Bronze - $5.00 

1977 Bronze-$5.00 

1979 Sterling - $25.00, Bronze - $5.00 

1980 Bronze - $5.00 

1981 Bronze - $5 00 

1982 Sterling - $25 00, Bronze - $5 00 

1983 Sterling - $25.00, Bronze - $5.00 

1985 Bronze - $5.00 

1986 Bronze - $5 00 

1987 Bronze-$5.00 

1988 Bronze - $5 00 

1989 Two Piece Set - $30.00, Bronze - $5.00 

1990 Bronze - $7.00 

1991 Silver - $25.00, Bronze - $7.00 

1992 Silver - $25.00, Bronze - $7.00 

1993 Silver - $25.00, Bronze - $7.00 

1994 Silver - $25.00, Bronze - $7 00 

1995 Bronze - $10.00 

Send all orders with checks or money orders payable to N.E.N.A. to: 

Michael Macuga 

P.O. Box 227 
Oakham, MA 01068-0227 
(508) 882-3822 
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KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



P.O. Box 485 
Hudson, MA 01749 
Tel/Fax 508 562-4159 

Please send for a copy of my mail order list of 
International Coins from over 100 countries 

Always buying US & International Coins 
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President’s Comments 

By Bob Fritsch 

Plans for the 1998 NENA Conference and Convention 
are in high gear. We located a very nice facility at the 
Merrimack Hotel in Merrimack, NH. This hotel used to be 
a Hilton and is the place where we held our 1983 show. 
The hotel people are enthusiastic about hosting us and have 
given us the potential for a great show. 

The Nashua Coin Club, under the leadership of 
President Alan Brouillard, has agreed to be the host club 
for the convention, hearkening a return to the way NENA 
show used to be done. The Nashua Club will be doing local 
work, including publicity, program booklet advertising, 
chairing the bourse and doing the myriad tasks that are 
necessary to put on a show. 

Our dates are 18 and 19 September, with Friday hours 
10AM to 6PM and Saturday hours 9AM to 4PM. The 
bourse will be a bit smaller than last year’s, with room for 
55 tables in the hotel’s ballroom. The bourse chairman is 
Gary Galbo of the Nashua club, and he can be reached at 
(603) 881-9211. 

We are in the process of inviting clubs to hold their 
meetings at the show, and so far we have three definite 
commitments. The New England Exonumia Society 
(NEES) will hold their annual meeting on Saturday at 
11AM The Society of Doubled Die Collectors of America 
(SDDCA) will hold their meeting on Saturday at 1PM, and 
the John Reich Society will meet on Saturday at 10PM. Of 
course Larry Gentile will have his wonderful YN program. 
Each of these clubs is encouraged to give a presentation in 
conjunction with their meeting. We hope to have several 
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more clubs with us. If you are interested, please drop me a 
line at PO Box 3003, Nashua, NH 03061-3003. 

Of course it would not be a NENA show without 
souvenirs. The theme for the 1998 NENA medal is 
REMEMBER THE MAINE, in commemoration of the 
centennial of the Spanish-American war. We will be 
producing elongates, woods and other goodies. This year s 
souvenir sheet will depict a Rhode Island note. We also 
anticipate a good turnout for exhibits, so get yours ready 
and send your application to Exhibits Chair George 
Bilodeau. 

Add all this to an auction by Small Cents II on Saturday 
night, plus Jim Guinesso’s third Sunday show at the Nashua 
Holiday Inn (a seven mile drive away), and you have a 
fantastic New Hampshire numismatic weekend! 

If you have any ideas on activities for the show, please 
see your local Board member or write to me directly. See 
you there! 

Bob Fritsch 

NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Meeting 
22 November 1997 

The meeting was opened by President Robert Fritsch at 
10:12AM at the Chandler Memorial Library in Nashua, 
NH. Eight members were present. John Kittredge asked 
where the Howard Davis Collection was; Jack Mullen has 
it. The Minutes of the October Meeting were read and 
accepted The Treasurer's Report was accepted. 
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Membership Report showed 400 members within New 
England and over 100 outside the region. Positive 
feedback was heard about the "Money Story" videos that 
the Association is handing out. Correspondence included a 
request from Miller Publications (CoinAge) to list the club 
in their 1998 Coin Yearbook; the necessary paperwork has 
been Sent. 

The President's Address concentrated on his vision for 
the club in the coming year. We must find a site for our 
1998 Conference and Convention and put on the largest 
show we can do. All Board members were urged to seek a 
site for the show. Plans include several souvenirs and as 
many club meetings as can be accommodated. A 
suggestion was made to have the clubs give a presentation 
just before their meetings. 

The Fitts Scholarship is open to all adult New England 
numismatists and applications are being sought by the 
Committee NENA News will have a new cover for the 
next issue. Submissions are encouraged and qualify the 
author for the Scholarship. The new cases are in 
safekeeping that is separate from the old cases. A Report 
on the missing cases has been filed with the Framingham 
Police and the case number is 111-160. Jack Kiley will get 
the name of the detective who has the case so we can 
publicize the loss. This information will be in NENA News. 

Some preliminary show items were discussed. Do 
NOT guarantee rooms. Several persons who may help us 
were listed There being no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 11:49AM. Several Board members then 
went to the Nashua Diner for an excellent lunch. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert F. Fritsch 
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THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
10 January 1998 

The meeting was opened at 10:08AM by President Bob 
Fritsch in the Board Room of the Merrimack (NH) Hotel, 
with ten Board Members and two members of the Nashua 
Coin Club present. The minutes of the November meeting 
were read and approved. The Treasurer's Report was 
discussed and approved. Correspondence was limited to a 
solicitation for patronage at the Cincinnati ANA show 
which we declined. In his address to the Board, President 
Fritsch shared his vision of what the 1998 Conference and 
Convention should be. Introductions between the Board 
Members and the Nashua Club members were made, with 
NCC President Alan Brouillard representing that club. 

Discussion of division of labor and good ideas for the 
show ensued. Nashua Coin Club will be the Host club and 
will do most of the local tasks. Items discussed included 
special attractions, local tours, Honored Guests including 
NH numismatic personalities, the possibility of a nickel 
drop, show souvenirs, committee assignments and bourse 
details. A list will be compiled and sent to the respective 
clubs. 

The Board then toured the facility and were impressed 
with the its quality. The space for the show is a ballroom 
50' x 75' and four smaller rooms for meetings and 
functions. 

The 1998 medal competition saw 12 entries from two 
submitters. The winner was a design by Massachusetts 
Director Jan Dyrofif whose design depicted the USS 
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MAINE which was sunk in Havana Harbor on February 
15,1898, precipitating the Spanish-American War. 
Congratulations to Dr. Dyroff for his third winning design 
in three years. Medals Chair Mike Macuga will make 
production recommendations next meeting. He will also 
have a press release for the 1997 medals. 

There being no further business before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM. The next meeting will 
be on March 21 sl at the Merrimack Hotel, Merrimack, NH 



25th Annual Show jpa. 

.. . ELKS LODGE 

The "Biggest” little ^(I^T^^K^^I^Pleasant SL, Rt. 32 
coin and paper Willlmantlc, Conn, 

money show in Sun., March 0, 1998 

New England 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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mm Bourse & Exhibition m 
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My Favorite Commemorative Half Dollar 

By Art Kay 

When the United States minted its first commemorative 
coin in 1892, it was not a historic innovation. The ancient 
Greeks had produced commemorative coins thousands of 
years before then, but it did mark a beginning for United 
States numismatics. Since the Revolutionary War the 
United States government had sponsored or minted medals 
for commemorative purposes but never coins. 

The Columbian Exposition in Chicago was to be the 
finest celebration of its kind. Millions of dollars had been 
raised though the sale of bonds, but the Exposition Board 
of Directors was still $5 million short of its goal. This led to 
an appeal to the U.S. Congress for help. 

Congress was willing to loan the money to the 
Columbian Exposition, but only if the board would give 
preference to the government for the repayment of the 
federal loan over the other bondholders. The Exposition 
Board was reluctant to do that, and that unwillingness to 
subordinate the rights of their initial investors led to a 
proposal for a commemorative half dollar. 

The plan called for the minting of 5 million 
commemorative half dollars that the Columbian Exposition 
would sell for $1.00 each. Sales of the Columbian half 
dollars, which were minted in 1892 and 1893, fell well 
below expectations, and a few hundred thousand pieces 
were released into general circulation after the Exposition 
closed. Still the design, which marked the 300th 
anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ arrival in America, 
was a good beginning for the series. 

As a whole the United States commemorative series has 
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been outstanding, and the coins themselves have added 
interest to our collections. In addition the funds raised from 
the sale of these coins have been used to sponsor 
monuments and celebrations that have enriched our 
national heritage. 

Among all of the commemorative coins, my favorite is 
the Lexington and Concord Sesquicentennial half dollar. 
Although it is not the prettiest or most popular coin the 
United States has minted, it does commemorate one of 
America's most triumphant occasions. The minute man 
statue that appears on the obverse represents the citizen 
soldier who stood ready to answer the call when his nation 
was in danger. In this case the call came from church bells 
and belfries like the one in Lexington that is depicted on the 
reverse of this coin. 

The hailstorm that fell at Lexington and Concord on 
April 19, 1775 was the result of a conflict that had been 
brewing for ten years. Although the American colonists 
enjoyed more freedom than most of the people in the world 
at that time, they objected to paying the taxes that England 
imposed upon them. If taxes were to be levied, the 
colonists wanted their colonial governments to levy them, 
and the proceeds would be spent in ways that the colonies 
approved. 

The city of Boston in the Massachusetts Bay colony 
was at the forefront of this tax revolt, and it had taken the 
brunt of British wrath for resisting the rule of the mother 
country By the spring of 1775 the British were aware that 
there were armed militias in the countryside, and General 
Gage, whose headquarters was in Boston, decided that it 
was time to take action. On April 18 Gage ordered Lt. 
Colonel Francis Smith to lead 700 men to Concord. There 
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they were ordered to destroy all the military supplies that 
they could find and capture rebel two leaders, Samuel 
Adams and John Hancock, who were staying in Lexington. 

Although Gage’s orders were to have been a secret, the 
colonists learned of the troop movement and dispatched 
Paul Revere and William Dawes to alert the countryside. 
Revere reached Lexington at midnight and warned Adams 
and Hancock. In the early morning of April 19 the British 
arrived in Lexington and found 70 minute men waiting for 
them. No one knows who fired the first shot, but the British 
fired into the crowd killing eight Americans. One British 
soldier was wounded. 

In the mean time Revere, who had then been joined by 
Dawes and Dr. Samuel Prescott, a well-known Concord 
physician, set out for Concord. En route, they were 
captured by the British. Revere was taken back to 
Lexington where he was released, and Dawes was forced to 
turn back; but Prescott was able to warn the Concord 
militia leaders. 

At 7:30 A.M. the British met a force of 200 American 
militiamen at Old North Bridge which spanned the Concord 
River. Both sides exchanged fire, and several men were 
killed or wounded on both sides. As the British began their 
retreat, the entire countryside erupted into action. As the 
British took their painful steps home, snipers fired at them 
from behind fences, trees and rocks until they reached 
Charleston harbor. In the end 73 British were killed, 174 
were wounded and 26 were missing. Among the 
Americans, 93 were killed, wounded or missing. 

Sixty-two years later, Ralph Waldo Emerson described 
the stand that was taken by the patriots on that day as, “the 
shot heard ‘round the world.” Although the Revolutionary 
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War was not a revolt by peasant farmers as the legends have 
said, it was a rebellion, led by upper class citizens, that resulted 
in the advancement of human rights. 

In 1925 Congress authorized the Lexington - Concord 
Sesquicentennial commemorative half dollar. The coin, which 
was designed by Chester Beach, featured the Concord Minute 
Man on the obverse and the old Lexington belfry on the 
reverse. Beach copied the Minute Man design from a statue by 
Daniel Chester French that had been erected in 1875. Today 
that statue still stands in front of the Old North Bridge. The old 
Lexington belfry was blown down in a windstorm in the early 
1900s The coins were sold for $1.00 each, and the proceeds 
were used to fund two major celebrations that marked the 150 th 
anniversary of “the shot heard ‘round the world.” 

With a net mintage of 162,013 pieces, the Lexington- 
Concord half dollar is a fairly common early commemorative 
coin, but high grade pieces are scarce. The coins were 
packaged in small wooden boxes with the Minute Man and the 
belfry stamped on the front and back. Those boxes are also 
treasured collector’s items. 


Lexington - Concord Sesquicentennial Half Dollar Statistics 

Denomination: 

Half Dollar 

Commemorating: 

150th anniversary of the 
battle of Lexington & 

Concord 

Date Authorized: 

January 14, 1925 

Number Authorized: 

300,000 

Number Coined: 

162,099 

Number Melted: 

86 

Issue Price: 

$ 1.00 

Date Struck: 

April & May 1925 
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The Minute Man statue by Daniel Chester French still 
stands in front of Old North Bridge where the patriots 
fired the first shots of the American Revolutionary War. 
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An Achievable Collecting Goal ? 

The Indian Quarter Eagle 

By Carl Greenbaum 

Historical information is adapted from data provided by 
Numismatic Guarantee Corporation, made available 
through the Tulving Company World Wide Web site 
(www. tulving. com). 

During my search for new collecting objectives, I have set 
several parameters: 

- It is possible to collect a complete date/mint/variety set 
with no (or at most one) major stoppers. 

- The individual coins are “affordable” in XF or better 
condition, preferably AU. 

- There are fewer than 24 coins in the set (more or less). 

- The coins are something out of the ordinary. 

One set of coins that meets all of my criteria is the 
Indian Head Quarter Eagle Gold series. These small gold 
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coins were issued between 1908 and 1929. During that 
period, which included a hiatus from 1916 to 1924, there 
were 15 different date and mint mark combinations. Twelve 
coins were minted at Philadelphia and three at Denver. The 
Denver mint mark is on the reverse to the left of the bundle 
of arrows on which the eagle stands. With the exception of 
the 1911 -D issue, the annual mintages range from 722,165 
to a respectable low of 240,117. The Red Book prices for 
these “common dates” range from $165 to $210 in AU-50 
condition and start at $235.00 in MS-60. The key date, 
1911-D, has a mintage of 55,680 and is priced at $1,300 in 
AU-50 and $2,500 in MS-60. 

The mintage figures for gold coins can be misleading 
because of hoarding, exporting and melting. These factors 
can result in significant differences between mintage 
figures, relative values and availability. In the case of the 
Indian Head Quarter Eagles, the values and original 
mintages seem to match up pretty well. 

In terms of being “out of the ordinary”, these coins are 
unique (except for their $5 cousins) because of their incuse 
design. Unlike all other U S. coins, the Indian two and a 
half and five dollar gold piece featured fields are higher 
than the devices. And, of course, these coins are made of 
gold. 

Small numbers of Matte Proof quarter eagles were 
issued every year from 1908 through 1915. No Proof 
quarter eagles were issued from 1925 to 1929. The flat 
Matte Proof finish proved unpopular with collectors of the 
day, and many coins remained unsold. The unwanted pieces 
were later melted by the Mint. 

The first quarter eagles were minted in 1796. The 
denomination went through several design changes in the 
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early 19 th century. In 1840 the Coronet type liberty head 
design began its 67 year run. 

At the start of the 20th century, the life expectancy 
of the average American was less than 50 years. But the 
four gold coins then being issued by Uncle Sam had all been 
around without a major design change for more than 50 
years, and three of those coins carried the same Coronet 
design. 

In 1907 President Theodore Roosevelt arranged for 
famed sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens to redesign the ten 
and twenty dollar gold pieces. After Roosevelt basked in 
reflected glory when the stunning new coins debuted to 
rave reviews, he gave his personal blessing to redesigning 
the two remaining gold coins the following year. 

The concept for incuse design coins was advanced by a 
Boston physician and art lover named William Sturgis 
Bigelow, who was a close friend of Teddy Roosevelt's. 
Bigelow's interest had been stimulated by the Egyptian 
sculpted reliefs that he had seen in the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts. Although there was no modern precedent for the 
use of this technique in producing coins, he and Roosevelt 
both thought the notion had merit. 

Another prominent Boston sculptor, Bela Lyon 
Pratt, won the assignment of to develop the designs. Unlike 
Saint-Gaudens who devised different designs for the double 
eagle and eagle, Pratt provided identical portraits for both 
of the smaller coins Although the current trend called for 
different designs for each denomination, the dignity and 
strength of Pratt’s work justified this added exposure 

The obverse depicts a realistic-looking Indian brave in 
a war bonnet, with the date, 13 stars and the word 
LIBERTY forming a circle around this central device. The 
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reverse shows an eagle in repose, perched upon fasces and 
an olive branch. These intertwined devices were symbolic 
of preparedness and peace. Through judicious sizing and 
placement, Pratt succeeded in incorporating four different 
inscriptions on the reverse, (UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, E PLURIBUS UNUM, IN GOD WE TRUST 
and the statement of value) without causing the coin to 
seem unbalanced, cluttered'or cramped. 

The public received the coin with mixed feelings when 
it debuted in 1908. Although many appreciated the design's 
artistic merits, others found fault. Some felt neither the 
Indian nor the eagle were properly represented, and others 
questioned the coin's ability to stack properly. 

Inevitably, the unusual incuse design elements stirred 
criticism. Philadelphia coin dealer Samuel H Chapman 
found it particularly objectionable, warning President 
Roosevelt that the "sunken design" would lead to a 
multitude of problems, including counterfeiting and even 
illness. According to Chapman the recessed areas would 
become clogged with filth and convey disease. As far as I 
can tell, the only disease conveyed by these coins is “gold 
fever”. 


Calling for 

NENA News Articles 

Why not share your knowledge with your fellow 
collectors? If you have never written an article before, or if 
you are unsure as to how to proceed, your editor will be 
glad to give you a hand. And remember, it’s a great way 
to qualify instantly for the Fitts Scholarship program! 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES COINS 


Collectors, Dealers and Investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc. for the more than 30 continuous years we have 
been in business. 

If vou are buying, we have an inventory of several hundred NGC, 
PCGS and ANACS coins that change daily. For a free list and to 
receive a periodic listing of our current inventory', we request your 
address or fax number. We also service want lists on an aggressive 
basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single coins 
or complete collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows, call, fax or write us 
today Authorized dealer in all major grading services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1 - 800 - 449-2646 

978 - 369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 


Thomas 
Caldwell 
ANA LM 
#1318 


Email: nencoin@aol.com 
Visit us on the Web at http://www.collect.com/northeast 


NENA News Advertising Information 

NENA News is the official publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all members of the association 
in good standing. For information about NENA or this 
publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 
Box 586 

Needham, MA 02192-0006 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 
FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE OF BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 


Calling for 

Letters to the Editor 

Have you ever wanted express an opinion on some 
numismatic subject and didn’t know where you could share your 
thoughts? Now you have a forum - The NENA News! 

Send your letters to William T. Jones, P O. Box 1314, Boston, 
MA 02117-1314. 

So just don’t sit there and fret. Write a letter to your NENA 
News editor today, and get your point across! 

Publication will be subject the appropriateness of the subject and 
space considerations. Letters may be edited in order to provide sufficient 
space for various subjects and points of view. All letters will become the 
property of the New England Numismatic Association. 


19 












COIN SHOW NEWS 


March 8, 1998, Willimantic, CT 

Mansfield Numismatic Society annual show held at the Elks 
Lodge, 198 Pleasant St., Route 32, Willimantic, CT. C. 
John Ferreri, Bourse Chairman, P.O. Box 33, Storrs, CT 
06268-033, (860) 429-6970 

March 29, 1998, New Bedford, MA 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club show held at the V.F.W 
Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford, MA. 
Contact: Dennis Lewis, (508) 278-9801. 

TO LIST NENA MEMBER CLUB COIN SHOWS IN 
UPCOMING ISSUES OF NENA NEWS. SEND 
INFORMATION ALONG WITH A TELEPHONE NUMBER 
TO WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, BOSTON, MA 
02117-1314. 

Club Meeting Times and Places 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone Municipal Center, 
Fire Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept. 
- June, 8 P M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first 
Tuesday Sept. - June, 7 P M. For information: (203) 529-0715 
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Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. 
- June, 8 P.M. For information: (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings all at 8:00 
P.M.: the first Monday, Oct. - June, 8 P.M. except September 
the second Monday of the month. For information: (978) 687- 
2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Center, Comer 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. for information: (207) 794- 6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans Home, 290 
U S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7:00 PM. Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney 
Mill Rd., Windham, ME, 04062, (207) 892-7113. 

Greater New Bedford Coin Club, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
Park Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth 
Sundays, 7 P.M. For information, John Izidoro, P.O. Box 2991, 
New Bedford, MA 02741. 

Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 
89, Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth 
Monday, Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 P.M. 
Annual Coin Show in March, Dinner/Donation Auction in 
December. For information, call (203) 429-6970 (6 -9 P.M.) 

Nashua Coin Club, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except 
June and October. 
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Newport Country Coin Club, Howard Johnson’s Lodge, 351 
West Main Road (Rt. 138 at Two Mile Comer), Middletown, RI. 
Meetings second Tuesday, 8 PM For information: Walter 
Clavette, P.O. Box 3, Newport, RI 02840 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood Center, 
intersection of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third 
Wednesday year round, 7:30 P.M. For information: David 
Barbone, (860) 599-1571 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of Columbus Hall, 169 
Worcester Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M (Doors open at 6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good Sheperd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, 
September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, Greendale People’s 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. For information. 
(508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA 
NEWS. SEND TO: WILLIAM T. JONES, P.O. BOX 1314, 
BOSTON MA 02117-1314. 

Late Entry!! 

May 23, 1998, Uxbridge, MA Blackstone Valley Coin Club 
show. Held at the VFW, Post 1385 Douglas St. (Rt 16), 
Uxbridge, MA, No Admission, Tables $25 each. 150 lot coin 
auction at close of the bourse. Contact: Ronald Peterson, P.O 
Box 459, Sutton, MA 01590-0459 


22 


NENA Classified Ads 


WANTED: Massachusetts Civil War Token MA 115 E-l, 
The Joseph Merriam die sinker variety with the “Good for a 
scent” reverse. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton, MA 
02021-3150. (2) 

WANTED: NENA Medals:' 1952, gold, 1959 gold, 1963 gold 
plated, 1955 silver, 1958 silver, 1959 silver, 1961 silver plated , 
1962 silver, 1995 complete set. Write to NENA life member 
Frank J. Hoerzer, 409 Wormwood Hill Road, Mansfield Ctr , 
CT 06250. (2) 

WANTED: Lighter than air items. Also town, city or county 
commemorative medals from all of New England with or without 
ribbons. I need many of the older pieces. Please write first Alvan 
Jones, P.O Box 3423, Fayville, MA 01745. (1) 

WANTED: Articles/stories written between 1870 and 1940 
about macerated money products. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St., Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754 (1) 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. 
Write to NENA life member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, 
P.O Box 63, Brick NJ 08723. (2) 

POPOUTS/REPOUSSE: Information wanted on origin and 
history of popouts and the process. Also will purchase. Jack 
Haroian, 6 Eddy St , Auburn, MA 01501. NENA Life 
Member #2060. (2) 
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FOR SALE: Gold filled NENA medals: 1975 in custom 
holder $60, 1976-’79 @ $50, 1983 @ $45. Wanted: 10k 
Gold 1952 NENA medal, 1995 NENA souvenir card, 
Boston hotel and restaurant scrip and 1873 BNS medals. 
R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 98, Cassville Station, Jackson, N.J. 
08527, FAX 908-363-0509. (2) 

Wanted: U.S. Coins and Civil War Tokens. Certified and raw 
coins. William T. Jones, Numismatist, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, 
MA 02117. (617) 341-2514, NENA Life Member #2060. (1) 

Wanted: Capped Bust Half Dollars VF-EF, original coins 
onlv. Buy or trade. Write or fax detailed description Bill Brown, 
679 Plank Rd Clifton Park, NY 12065. Phone (518) 373-1145, 
FAX (518) 373-1569. (2) 

Wanted: Large & small National Bank Notes from Buzzards 
Bay, Edgartown, Falmouth, Harwich, Hyannis, Nantucket, 
Tisbury, Provincetown and Yarmouth. Frank Bennett, P.O. Box 
8722, Port St. Lucie, FL, 34985 (2) 

Wanted: Statue of Liberty exonumia collector buying New York 
City "safe and sane” or public school athletic league medals. 
Also need Salem, Mass. Tercentenary medal. Paul Lajoie, 36 
Maple Road, Longmeadow, MA 01106-3102. (2) 

For Sale: BU Lincoln starter sets: 1950, ‘51, ‘52 & ‘53, $2, 
1959 to 1969-S, 17 different $2, 1970 to 1979-D, 20 different 
$2. All post paid plus BU list, Ronald Peterson, P.O. Box 459, 
Sutton, MAO 1590 (1) 
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Classified Ad Policy (PLEASE NOTE!!) 

FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word 
classified ad related to numismatics. This is your chance to 
buy, sell or trade your coins, currency, medals, tokens, 
books or whatever ... 

Send your typed or clearly written ad to: 

William T. Jones, P.O. Box 1314, Boston, MA 02117- 
1314 

PLEASE NOTE 

The editor reserves the right to revise ads and allocate 
space among those who have placed ads in the past. When 
space is limited, preferences will be given to (1) those 
whose ads have not been published previously, and (2) 
those whose ads have been “bumped” from previous 
issues. 

NOTE! 

All ads will be published twice. After the second 
publication of your ad, you must send me a letter 
stating that you would like your notice to be published 
again. The goal of this policy is to keep the material 
fresh and to avoid unwanted responses after your 
needs have been fulfilled. 

Each ad will be followed by a number (1) or (2). If 
a (2) appears at the end of your ad, that means that 
your editor will not publish it in the next issue of the 
NENA News unless I receive a letter from you telling 
me to renew it. 
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J2eto Cnglanb igumismatic Association, 3nc. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Name _ Date_ 

Please Print 


Mailing Address _ 

City/Town _ State _ ZIP_ 

Numismatic Interests _ 


ANA Number _ Other Affiliations _ 

Applicant’s Signature _ 

Dues per calendar year: 

□ S 10.00 Regular Membership Complete form and send with check 

□ SI00.00 Regular Life Membership Payable to NENA to: 

□ $ 5.00 Junior Membership (under 18) NENA 

Date of Birth _ P. O. Box 586 

□ S 10.00 Club Membership Needham, MA 02192-0006 

□ $100.00 Club Life Membership 

NENA News, A quarterly publication of the New England Numismatic Association, is included with membership 


FOR NENA 
USE ONLY: 


NL_ 


DA_ 


MC_ 






















An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success 

W e invite you to become a part of our spectacular 1996-97 auction season! 

When it comes time to sell, you deserve the best—Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena, Inc. Whether your collection is worth several thousand dollars or millions of 
dollars, we can realized for you the highest possible market price! What other auction 
houses claim to do, Auctions by Bowers and Merena has already done—and has the 
records to prove it! 

O f the three largest collections of United States coins 
sold at auction, we have handled all three. 
y/ The $25 million Garrett Collection 
t/ The $20 million Norweb Collection 
✓ The $12.4 million Eliasberg Collection of U.S. 

Gold Coins 

\/ The recently auctioned $11.6 million Louis E. 
Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Part I. 

And—add to this impressive list: 

y/ In November 1996—The Norweb Collection of 
Canadian and Provincial Coins 
y/ In April 1997—The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collec¬ 
tion Part II. 

O f the top 10 world’s record prices for U.S. coins at 
auction, those achieving the records have been: 

• 7 records: Bowers and Merena 
• 2 records: Competitor “A” 

• 1 record: Competitor “B” 

• 0 records: Everyone else 

W hen you consign to Bowers and Merena, you consign to the most successful 
rare coin auction firm in American numismatic history! Let our record of 
success be your record of success, too! Call Dr. Richard A. Bagg (our Director of 
Auctions) or Dave Bowers today (1-800-4584646) to include your coins, sets, or 
important individual pieces in our magnificent 1996-1997 auction program. Just by 
picking up the phone, you will be on your way to receiving a generous check! 

AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 









THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

presents its 

54th CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION 
at the Merrimack Hotel 
Exit 11 off the Everett Turnpike 
Merrimack, New Hampshire 

Friday, September 18, 1997, 10AM - 6PM 
Saturday, September 19, 1997, 9AM - 4PM 

55 tables in the bourse 
Competitive Exhibits 
What-Is-It? Table 
YN Program 
Club Meetings 

Special show rate of $79 at the Merrimack Hotel 
603/424-8000 Monday - Friday daytime 


Members are encouraged to enter an exhibit and to participate in 
helping with the show 



